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Antonio Johnson Poised to Bring Change to the SGA
By Jesse Barnes 
Associate Editor
"The student body 
wanted change," said Antonio 
Johnson, President-Elect of the 
Morehouse Student
Government Association, 
"especially change from this 
year and years before. People 
always campaign on different 
issues, and they always pay a 
lot of lip service to the isssues. 
Students actually saw that I 
was sincere ... I had new 
solutions to old problems."
After defeating Earl 
Adams in the presidential run­
off, Johnson stated he would 
bring many changes to the 
SGA, making it more 
"professional" and more 
accessible."
The number one priority 
on Johnson's long list of 
changes is to rewrite the 
student constitution, which he 
believes will be a "tremendous 
step forward."
"The student constitution 
really has been something that 
has held [the student body] 
back because it has either
Five Months in Captivity
May 8, 1996, will mark Morehouse graduate Hajj 
Womack's fifth month of incarceration. His bail 
request has been denied twice, and his trial is not 
expected for months. But Womack refuses to let his 
situation "break his spirits." See story on page 4.
restricted the duties that we 
can perform while we're in 
office or it has not given us 
broad authority to exercise 
some of our duties," Johnson 
explained.
In past years, students 
have considered the SGA to be 
an 'elitist institution,' a 
perception that Johnson is 
trying to change. His goal is 
to make the SGA a "bigger 
tent." Traditionally, there is an 
executive board, chief of staff, 
president, vice-president, etc. 
But Johnson feels that this 
executive board is 
"antiquated," and he is in the 
process of modernizing that 
structure.
There are several issues 
that the Johnson 
administration will address 
including financial aid and the 
cafeteria. Johnson states that 
financial aid resources are 
available to students, but most 
do not know about them. He 
feels that the financial aid 
department "simply needs to 
put that [information] out in 
students' mailboxes."
Continued on page 5
SGA President-Elect Antonio Johnson
George Crawford/STAFF
Morehouse Student 
Dies in Car Accident
By Lee, Miller 
Acting Campus News Editor
A Morehouse student 
was killed and two others 
critically injured in an auto 
accident April 24.
The students were on 
their way back from a road 
trip when one of the tires 
blew, causing their vehicle to 
flip over three times.
Junior Reginald Puryear, 
a member of the Omega Psi 
Phi fraternity, died on the 
scene while Sophomores Clay 
Fonville and Brian Roberson 
suffered serious wounds. As 
of press time, Roberson was 
still in critical condition.
The accident took place at 
3 a.m. on Georgia Highway 
316 in Winder, Georgia. 
Morehouse College was 
notified of the incident later 
that morning by State Patrol
Trooper Green. Green reported 
the accident occurred at the 
intersection of Bethlehem Road 
and Patrick Mill Highway. The 
students were transported to 
Barrow Medical Center in 
Winder.
News of the accident has 
many students at Morehouse 
in a state of shock. "I can't 
believe it. I saw those guys as 
I was leaving campus," said 
Rori Blakeney, a Senior 
Religion/Philosophy major. 
"[The accident] really makes 
you appreciate life."
Bob Johnson, a Junior 
Accounting major, added, 
"This goes to show you that 
you never know when it is 
your time to go. You need to 
be cautious at all times."
The funeral service for 
Puryear was held Tuesday, 





Announcements Students' Waterless Business Venture a Success
APPOINTMENTS
Dr. Sulayman Clark, Vice President for Development 
and External Relations at Lincoln University, has been 
named Vice President for Development at Morehouse, 
effective May 20. Clark will be responsible, among other 
things, for managing capital campaigns and other fund­
raising initiatives for the college.
Dr. Weldon Jackson, Special Assistant to the President 
for Institutional Advancement, has accepted a position as 
Provost for Manhattan College, effective June 1.
Phillip Borom has been appointed Superintendent of 
the Physical Plant, effective April 4. Former Superintendent 
John Williams will now serve as Special Assistant to the 
Vice President for Campus Operations, and will primarily 
be responsible for the College's food service operations and 
the Promise program.
ACHIEVEMENTS
Valdimir Joseph, founder and Director of Inner 
Strength, was recently awarded two grants totaling $71,000 
for his community service program, which focuses on the 
needs of inner city youths. The Senior Political Science major 
is the first undergraduate recipient to be able to use both 
grants simultaneously for the same program, and the only 
student from a HBCU to receive them.
To date, there has been 32 students accepted into 
medical, dental and graduate schools this year from 
Morehouse College. Included among them is Taj Eubanks, 
a Senior from Chattanooga, TN, who has now become the 
first English major from Morehouse College to be accepted 
to medical school. The Health Careers Society would like to 
congratulate each of these outstanding students.
HAPPENINGS
Defense Attorney Johnnie Cochran has been confirmed 
as key-note speaker for the 1996 Commencement Ceremony. 
The graduation exercises will be held May 19th at 10 a.m.
The new, yet-to-be-named dormitory on Fair Street will 
be completed June 1. The dorm will include laundry 
facilities and a 100-car parking lot. Meanwhile, microwave 
ovens have been ordered for all residential halls and will be 
in place by Fall.
OPPORTUNITIES
Camp Move-About is looking for caring individuals 
who want to learn more about recreation for people with 
disabilities in a residential camping environment. Each 
volunteer who works at least one 5-day session will receive 
room, board and $100/day. Students can also receive college 
credit. For more information, call Challenges, Inc. at 404- 
875-4247.
This summer, Union Summer will place thousands of 
students and young workers on organizing campaigns and 
political initiatives across the country. The three-week 
program includes a $210/week stipend, free housing and 
training. For applications, call 1-800-952-2550.
By Andrew McCaskill 
Staff Writer
You know you have seen 
them. One can hardly miss the
the waterless carwash idea by 
his mom during spring break. 
"Someone sent the product to 
my mom to try, and she just 
shelved it for a few weeks,
George Crawford/STAFF
Student entrepreneurs (l-r) Jamal Packer, Ajene Williams, and 
Jason Hammond introduce a new dry car wash product.
sight of two students in suits 
washing cars in the middle of 
campus. As strange as that 
may seem, people usually 
become even more intrigued 
when they realize no water is 
being used. Skeptical? So were 
we.
It is called Dri-Wash, the 
latest product marketed by a 
new company called Enviro- 
Tech International. The 
company's main objective is 
producing environmentally 
friendly products. The Dri- 
Wash solution is packaged in a 
non-aerosol bottle with an air 
pressure pump that eliminates 
the emission of CFCs.
Jason Hammond and 
Jamaal Parker, the sellers of 
Dri-Wash, explained the 
process. "You spray the 
solution on the car, wipe it in, 
buff it away, and you're done."
The Morehouse students 
also assert that the product can 
be used anywhere or in any 
climate because it requires no 
soap, no water, and very little 
time. One 8 ounce bottle 
washes four cars.
When asked why no one 
had heard of Dri-Wash until 
now, Hammond responded 
that "until a few weeks ago, 
neither had [we]."
"Enviro-Tech is a 
networking company. People 
learn about the product 
through word of mouth," he 
said. "Atlanta has a higher 
concentration of product usage 
than any other metropolitan 
area."
Parker was introduced to
until she finally tried it," he
recalled. "I was blown away 
when I actually saw it work."
Parker brought the 
product — and plans for a 
small business — back to the 
College. Hammond inquired 
about the product, and within 
days the two became business 
partners.
The students said every 
day they learn more about 
business and marketing. The 
first marketing idea they had 
yielded absolutely zero
response.
"We wasted a lot of time 
and product at first. It makes 
me really appreciate good 
commercials," remarked 
Parker.
"Most people think it is a 
scam until they actually see the 
demonstrations," Hammond 
added.
Their demonstrations have 
so far been their most effective 
calling card. One of their major 
accomplishments was 
discovering the true color of 
one of the Morehouse security 
motorcarts. It was an effort to 
prove the product can work on 
any surface regardless of age or 
wear.
"The Morehouse
community is being really 
supportive of our efforts. That 
is why we wanted to offer this 
service and business 
opportunity to the brothers 
here first," commented Parker. 
Other than their own business 
here in the AUC, the two are 
also working with a Black- 
owned car detailer in Atlanta.
Hammond and Parker 
plan to reinvest their money 
into the community. "We 
would like to make enough 
profit to make a charitable 
donation to a worthy school or 
organization, and we'd like to 
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Vice President of Business Affairs Retires Prematurely
By Lee Miller 
Acting Campus News Editor
To the surprise of 
students, faculty, and 
administrators,Wiley 
Perdue announced his early 
retirement from Morehouse 
College at the April Board of 
Trustees meeting.
Perdue, class of 1957, has 
served the Morehouse 
community for a total of 32 
years, working for the 
Business office as an 
undergraduate as well as a 
graduate student. Of the 32 
years, Perdue spent 27 as Vice
President of Business Affairs*
and one as Interim President 
of the College.
As Vice-President of 
Business Affairs, one of 
Perdue's accomplishments
Photo Courtesy of Alumni Affairs
When he joined the Morehouse staff in 1969 as Registrar, Perdue said 
he did not imagine that one day he would sit in the President’s Office.
has been keeping Morehouse 
from bankruptcy. One 
administrator noted that 
"Perdue has kept Morehouse in 
the black for years."
Although Perdue officially
announced his retirement at 
the Board meeting, it has been 
rumored that he had 
announced his retirement 
earlier this semester.
"[In late March] he told his
staff that he was leaving," 
commented SGA President 
Kwame Manley.
Adisa Muse, Junior Board 
of Trustees member, 
commented, "It came as no 
surprise. We had discussed a 
retirement package for him at 
the November Board 
meeting."
Muse also said that with 
the coming of the new 
administrative changes, 
Perdue felt it was time for him 
to leave. "It was a 
reorganization of the upper 
level administration," said 
Muse.
With Mr. Perdue's 
premature retirement, Freddie 
Johnson, the Business Office 
Controller, has been 
appointed Acting Vice- 
President of Business Affairs
for the rest of the semester. 
Johnson, a dear friend of 
Perdue, did not want to 
comment on the issue.
At the end of the Board 
meeting, Perdue gave a 
statement that "was heartfelt," 
Muse said. "He was clearly 
dissatisfied with what had 
happened [referring to the 
administrative changes], but 
that didn't sour his view on the 
future of the college."
Perdue will be missed by 
fellow colleagues and 
administrators. Reverend Otis 
Moss, Board of Trustees 
Chairman, remarked, "On 
behalf of the board and the 
college we thank Mr. Perdue 
for his many years of service 
[as. Vice-President of Business 
Affairs] and his tenure as 
Acting President."
Morehouse Student Accused on 'Peeping Tom' Charges
By R. Francis Blakeney 
Layout Editor
"I am innocent of all 
charges and accusations," 
proclaims Terrance Howard, a 
Senior Political Science/Pre- 
Law major from Chicago, 
Illinois. Howard has been 
accused of being a peeping 
tom by Jocelyn Austin, a 
Senior Psychology major at 
Spelman College.
Austin maintains on 
March 3, Howard stuck a 
black mirror under the stall 
she was using in a Laura
George Crawford/STAFF
Pictured here is the Eaura Spelman dormitory and nursery. One 
dispute in the case surrounds the question of whether or not this 
building resembles an academic building or a dorm.
Spelman restroom.
Austin states when she
entered what appeared to be 
an empty bathroom on the 
second floor .of Laura 
Spelman, she noticed 
someone move in the next 
stall. Seeing a figure with
black nylon sweats kneeling, 
she initially thought someone 
was sick, until she saw a black 
mirror. Shouting " Who is 
that?" she
exited the stall 
and when she 
saw Howard, 
asked him what 




then tried to 
escape and began dragging her 
with him. Screaming for help, 
she tussled with Howard until
Howard insists 
it was all a 
mishap...
they reached the campus green. 
Gia Allen, a Spelman student, 
then arrived on the scene, and 
Spelman security soon 
followed.
Howard's version of the 
incident is different. Sources 
close to him say he was on
Spelman's campus in search of 
the computer facility, which is 
next door. It is partially 





Spelman for the 
computer lab, 
and while in the 
building, 
needed to use 
the restroom. 
Howard insists it was all 
a mishap and that this was his 
first time in the building. He 
has also indicated he did not 
use a mirror, nor did he "drag" 
Austin out with him.
Twenty-four days later, 
the Morehouse Judiciary 
Committee convened in the 
Kilgore Seminar rooms to hear 
the Austin-Howard case. Met 
by a crowd of angry Spelman 
students, the committee heard 
testimony from Austin, 
Howard and two other 
Spelman students. Rachelle 
Edwards, a Sophomore 
Psychology major, testified 
that she had seen Howard in 
the dorm on a previous 
occasion. A second student 
testified Howard committed 
a similar crime against her in 
Giles Hall, an academic 
building, two weeks earlier. 
She claims she informed the 
campus police, although there 
is no record to corroborate the 
incident.
After deliberation, the 
Judiciary Committee found 
Howard guilty of the crimes 
and suspended him for three 
semesters. Although Howard
was punished for peeping, the 
mirror which Austin claims he 
used was never found. When 
one member of the committee 
was asked what evidence it
George Crawford/STAFF
A tense, angry crowd of Spelman students wait outside the Kilgore 
Seminar rooms to hear the verdict in the Terrance Howard judicial 
hearing.
considered in suspending 
Howard, John Eaves, a non­
voting member, stated "the 
mirror was not crucial to the 
case."
Many students believe 
that since the missing mirror 
is significant to the charge 
against Howard, the 
Judiciary Committee is 
punishing him unjustly. They 
claim the stories of Austin, 
Howard and Allen have 
discrepancies that were not 
closely examined by the 
committee.
"I have known Terrance 
Howard since high school," 
said Morehouse Sophomore, 
Stephen Epps X. "Brother 
Terrance has conducted 
himself in a very respectable
manner, and I have seen him 
grow and evolve as a man."
Referring to the fracas that 
ensued following the hearing 
when some Spelman women
tried taking Howard's picture, 
Epps X pointed out that he 
believes the women were 
operating under the "notorious 
concept of Spelman feminism."
Disagreeing with Epps X is 
Dr. Akiba Harper, Interim 
Chair of Spelman Department 
of English. She believes the 
Spelman students were 
perfectly within their rights. "If 
the brother is guilty, I hope 
brothers of integrity will join 
the sisters in the struggle and 
outrage," said Harper.
Howard has filed an 
appeal with the Vice Provost 
for Student Affairs, Eddie 
Gaffney, for the





Still in Captivity: Little Headway Made in Hajj Womack Case
By Saeed Ahmed 
General Manager
With the continued denial 
of bail and little hope of an 
imminent trial, Morehouse 
alumnus Hajj Womack remains 
incarcerated at the Fulton 
County Jail for what is now his 
fifth month.
Womack, a 1994 Honors 
graduate in History, was 
imprisoned December 8, 1995, 
on 97 counts of felony. The 
charges against him stem from 
17 armed robberies of fast-food 
restaurants between December 
1994 and May 1995.
Since the arrest, Womack's 
attorneys have petitioned for 
bail twice, but were turned 
down. An arraignment hearing 
was held March 8, 1996, where 
Womack pleaded "not guilty" 
on all counts.
The trial is next, but 
Prosecuting Attorney Shawn 
LaGrua does not expect the case 
to come to court soon.
"The problem is with the 
Court's scheduling," LaGrua 
explained. "The Olympics are 
starting, and since we expect the 
trial to last four to six weeks, I'm 
not sure the Court will allow it 
to start before then."
"The Court erred"
Early last month, a third 
appeal for Womack's bail was 
filed — this time, to the Georgia 
Court of Appeals.
A Day in the Life of Hajj Womack
For Hajj Womack, each day 
is a mundane cycle of bare 
subsistence.
A head count at 5 a.m. is 
followed by breakfast at 7 a.m., 
lunch at 12 p.m and dinner at 5 
p.m.
Being a vegetarian, 
Womack usually trades his 
meals for fruits and vegetables 
and sometimes goes hungry.
"He basically survives off 
Snicker bars," said sister 
Mandisa Womack, a 
Sophomore Early Childhood 
Education major at Clark- 
Atlanta University.
In between meals, he either 
sleeps, reads or watches 
television. There is not much 
scope for conversation because 
Womack has the cell to himself.
"He said that he used to 
play basketball, but it almost 
always leads to arguments," 
continued Mandisa. "So he's 
given that up, because he wants 
to stay away from trouble."
Womack is allowed 20- 
minute phone calls every day, 
and three visitors a week for 15 
minutes each. The visitors 
usually include his sister, his 
girlfriend and Dr. Umoja, a
"I am confident [this Court] 
will overturn the last two 
rulings," said Attorney Harry 
Bowden, one of two lawyers 
working on Womack's case pro 
bono . "Hajj's right to liberty is 
being violated and he is being
Hajj Womack as a Morehouse 
College Junior
held unconstitutionally."
Many believe Bowden has 
valid reasons to make such an 
assertion.
The United States 
Constitution stipulates that in 
order to deny a defendant bail, 
the Prosecution has to provide 
evidence of additional crimes 
being committed if he is 
released. The Appellant, on the 
other hand, needs to indicate 
roots in the community.
Transcripts of the February 
2,1996, bond hearing, show that 
whereas Womack's attorneys 
presented 23 character witnesses 
on his behalf, the State offered 
no evidence. The appeal for 
bond was turned down even
History professor at Clark- 
Atlanta.
"His main complaint is not 
enough reading material," 
Mandisa said. "He's applied for 
a library membership, but the 
resources are very limited."
Mrs Franchine Womack- 
Stuart, who talks to her son 
every week, said he was "very 
strong, very positive."
"This will change the 
course of his life," she said. 
"Hajj indicated to me that after 
he finishes his commitment to 
the University of Michigan, he 
is going to go into law."
"He said that if this can 
happen to him, anyone can be 
picked up from a college 
campus and put into prison," 
she added. " And when it does, 
he said he wants to be there 
standing up and defending 
them."
Those wishing to send 
cards or letters or donate to the 
Defense Fund are asked to 
contact the Morehouse 
Department of History at (404) 
215-2620.
after the Court was informed 
that Womack would be assured 
residence, employment and 
enrollment at Clark Atlanta 
University , if granted bail.
"At the hearing, we clearly 
showed that we carried the 
burden of proof to entitle Hajj to 
a bond," Bowden claimed. "But 
the Court erred by relieving the 
State of its burden of 
persuasion."
LaGrua disagreed. "Mr. 
Womack is not residing in 
Atlanta currently, and the 
Defense did not put up any 
evidence except ties to 
Morehouse," she argued. "So, 
the threats [of additional crimes 
and of flight] still remain if he is 
released from custody."
"Inconsistencies"
Womack's case is one that 
has drawn nationwide attention. 
Many believe this 22-year-old 
could not have committed the 
crimes, given his record of 
scholarship and service.
At Morehouse, Womack 
was a Research Assistant, a Phi 
Beta Kappa nominee and a 
volunteer tutor, among other 
things. At the time of his arrest, 
he was pursuing a Ph.D. in 
History at the University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor, and 
according to Dr. Earl Lewis, his 
Graduate Advisor, was doing 
very well.
"I would just as soon think 
that I committed the crimes 
before I would believe [he] did," 
claimed Dr. Alton Hornsby, 
Chairman of the Morehouse 
History Department. "There are 
far too many inconsistencies for 
Hajj to have been involved at 
all."
Among the
"inconsistencies" cited are the 
following :
— Womack was away at a 
History conference in Louisiana 
during one of the alleged 
robberies. On another, he was 
participating in the College's 
commencement exercises.
-- While the Prosecution 
contends there are witnesses 
who can place Womack on the 
scene of the crimes, he has yet 
to face a police line-up.
— Although the State has 
conceded Womack may not 
have been physically involved 
in each of the 17 incidents, the 
counts of armed robbery, 
aggravated assault and 
possession of firearm for those 
still stand.
Some students insist there is 
also a fourth "inconsistency": 
Womack is charged with 
robbing the same establishment 
and the same witness three 
times in three consecutive 
months.
"It just doesn't make sense," 
said Junior Biology major 
Kelven Goodridge. "You just
don't go back and rob the same 
place over and over."
"Guilt by Association"
With such gray areas 
surrounding Womack's 
involvement in the robberies, 
some believe the real reason 
behind his incarceration is his 
membership in the Five Percent 
Nation, which the Georgia State 
law recognizes as a "gang."
LaGrua has contended 
Womack committed the crimes 
to fund the activities of the 
organization. "[He] belongs to 
a sect whose primary goal is to 
overthrow the establishment by 
robbing fast-food restaurants," 
she once claimed.
Photo Courtesy of Mandisa Womack
Hajj Womack, seen here with sister Mandisa, at his graduation 
last May. The Prosecution claims that one of the 17 robberies 
Womack is charged with, was committed that same night.
But Morehouse Professor 
Larry Crawford thinks it is 
"unjustified" to accuse Womack 
of charges based on his 
association.
"A lot of [people] are 
condemning Hajj based solely 
upon his organizational 
affiliation," the Sociology 
instructor remarked. "Since 
when does your participation in 
an organization, by default, 
make you guilty of a crime?"
Womack's family insists 
that is what has happened in his 
case. They believe that Womack 
was incriminated by his 
roommate, a fellow Five- 
Percenter, who was also 
arrested.
"This is a case of 'guilt by 
association,'" said his mother, 
Mrs. Franchine Womack-Stuart. 
"Just because his roommate was 
one of the people arrested, they 
[the State] assumed Hajj knew
all about it, and so he must have 
been involved. How can you 
hold him responsible for his 
roommate's actions?"
"Continue supporting"
While Womack remains 
imprisoned in the maximum 
security section of the Fulton 
County Jail, letters and 
contributions of support 
continue to pour in from 
colleges and universities across 
the country.
A Defense Fund set up to 
help alleviate Womack's legal 
fees has grown to about $10,000, 
according to Secretary-Treasurer 
Dr. Marcellus Barksdale. "We 
are emboldened and
encouraged by the support we 
have received from students," 
he said.
The Fund has estimated that 
if Womack is granted bail, it will 
be set at a minimum of $100,000. 
"It is therefore imperative that 
the level of awareness among 
students grows and they 
continue supporting the cause," 
added Dr. Barksdale.
Meanwhile, visitors who 
have been allowed to see 
Womack agree he is not letting 
the experience "break his 
spirits."
"He's doing fine under the 
circumstances," said Attorney 
George Lawson, who will 
represent Womack at the trial. 
"Hajj contends he is innocent 
but he also understands his case 
has to be tried."
"He is anxiously waiting," 
Lawson concluded. "He knows 




Morehouse to Offer African American Studies Program this Fall
By Razab Chowdhury 
Staff Writer
With the ratification at the 
April Board of Trustees 
meeting, Morehouse will now 
offer an African American 
Studies Program, beginning 
next semester.
Professor of History Dr. 
Marcellus Barksdale has been 
appointed Director Designate 
for the program, which will be 
housed in the Department of 
History for the time being. Dr. 
Barksdale has taught a course 
on African American Studies 
at Emory University for 
twelve years.
As part of the major, 
students will take a sampling 
of courses in African American 
Studies and a number of 
courses from various other 
departments. The course 
curriculum was prepared 
through the cooperation of all 
the departments and promises 
to provide a comprehensive 
grounding in the sciences and 
mathematics, as well as 
African American History.
While this is Morehouse's 
first program, the college did 
offer a minor in African 
American Studies in 
conjunction with Atlanta 
University in the 1970's. The 
program, which was 
supervised by Dr. Tobe 
Johnson, became defunct in 
the 1980's for lack of full 
control by any of the AUC 
institutions and little interest
from AUC students.
According to Dr.
Barksdale, the concept of the 
program was revived in 1990, 
when Mark Jefferson, then 
SGA President, brought up the 
issue. He believed that 
alongside a traditional 
European education,
"While we obviously want some 
students to pursue graduate degrees in 
African American Studies, we do want 
to emphasize that this [degree] can serve 
as a vehicle for any career"
Morehouse needed to offer 
something distinctive to its 
student: a program geared 
towards African American 
males who are this 
institution's constituents.
Dr. Weldon Jackson, the 
Vice President for Academic 
Affair at that time, created a 
Task Force to explore the 
concept of such a program and 
selected Dr. Hornsby to chair 
it. In 1992, the Task Force, with 
support from the general 
faculty, recommended to the 
Office of Academic Affairs that 
Morehouse offer a major in 
African American Studies and 
a Program be created for it.
But for three years, 
nothing happened.
"We were remiss," 
conceded Dr. Barksdale. " I 
really can't tell why we didn't
follow up on the issue."
In the Spring of 1995, Dr.
Barksdale and Dr. Hornsby 
decided to pursue the idea 
again. Dr. Weldon Jackson 
asked Dr. Barksdale to write a 
proposal for an African 
American Studies Program, 
but one which would only
offer a minor. The argument 
was, a major would have to be 
affiliated with a department 
whereas a minor would not.
In November 1995, the 
Committee on Academic 
Programming approved the 
modified proposal and sent it 
to faculty members. After a 
three-month deliberation, the 
proposal was finally passed.
Upon approval by the 
faculty, Dr. Hornsby 
immediately picked Dr. 
Barksdale to be Director 
Designate for the program, 
and told him to develop a 
comprehensive program in 
time for Fall 1996.
Barksdale proved to be 
more than capable.
He contacted
representatives from 150 
liberal arts colleges to establish
a basic background for the 
new major. By the end of 
March 1996, he had completed 
the course requirements and 
the various brochures.
He is currently working 
on developing an exhaustive 
academic advisement policy 
for the program. He recounts 
how while he was at Emory, 
one of his students informed 
him that she was using her 
degree in African American 
Studies to get into Medical 
School.
"Up till then, most people 
who had majored in African 
Studies went in one of two 
directions — Law School, or 
Graduate School," he said.
His goal at Morehouse is 
to achieve the same versatility.
"While we obviously want 
some students to pursue 
graduate degrees in African 
American Studies , we do 
want to emphasize that this 
[degree] can serve as a vehicle 
for any career," he stated.
Another strong feature of 
the African American Studies 
Program at Morehouse 
College will be its research
Bringing New Changes
Continued from page 1
While discussing the cafeteria, Johnson became visibly 
disgusted. One of the things Johnson hates about the cafeteria 
is dirty glasses and silverware. When he gets a drink from the 
beverage machine, the area often smells like "mold and 
mildew." Johnson also remarked that "the same people who 
mop the floor serve you food with the same glove — that's a 
repugnant thought to me."
Johnson's climb to the SGA presidency has not been 
without its hurdles. From his .freshman year at Morehouse, 
Johnson has encountered controversy, pain, and 
embarrassment. His SGA presidential campaign almost faded 
into non-existence before it even began. After being accused 
of using his position of campus representative with Nike as a 
bribe, he was brought up on charges the first day of 
qualifications. The charges were later dropped, and Johnson 
will move to a position at Nike which will not conflict with his 
role as SGA President.
After rumors surrounding Nike subsided, Johnson's grade 
point average was put under scrutiny. There was a widespread 
belief that his GPA was too low for him to run for office. 
Johnson expressed that he too had. heard rumors and comments 
surrounding his grades and that his academic standing "should 
not have been addressed because [the rumor] wasn't true." 
Johnson claims that the rumor was initiated by another 
candidate (his name was never stated) after he told the 
individual his GPA at a scholarship meeting. According to 
Johnson, his GPA is a 3.2. This does not include his grade point 
average from last semester.
Johnson's GPA was the least of his worries, however. After 
a blood tumor erupted on the side of his brain, he was forced 
to leave school for six weeks and receive an incomplete for the 
Fall semester. Johnson described the tumor as "a painful 
situation, but not a lingering problem." Since the tumor he has 
"gone on with his life," and he feels the experience has made 
him a stronger person.
Although he has been able to overcome many challenges, 
the coming year will show students whether Antonio Johnson 
can handle the obstacles he is sure to face as the new SGA 
President.
component, which will 
concentrate on the African 
American male and their 
contribution to science.
In the long run, the 
Program will attempt to obtain 
research grants for special 
projects. President Massey is 
said to be highly supportive of 
the research component, 
having only recently 
appointed Dr. Obie Clayton, 
Director of the-MRI, as Vice 
Provost for Research.
Although the new African 
American Studies Program is 
currently offered through the 
History department, "after 3- 
4 years, we will be evaluated 
by the college in terms of 
student participation. If at that 
point we feel that we need new 
faculty, funds will be allocated 
for that, " said Dr. Barksdale.
A number of students 
have already contacted Dr. 
Barksdale expressing interest 
in the Program. The program 
hopes to swell its ranks with 
the arrival of the class of 2000, 
and it is expected that this time 
the students will make it a 
success.
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Freaknik Receives Mixed Reviews from Visitors and Residents
By Louis Clotman 
Managing Editor
Freaknik '96 has come 
and gone, leaving a 
bittersweet taste among both 
party-goers and residents.
Julie Abraham, who has 
experienced two Freakniks, 
noted that events were toned 
down this year. "I was 
harassed somewhat," she told 
The Maroon Tiger. "There 
were a lot of guys wanting to 
take pictures . . . wanting you 
to lift up your skirt. I was not 
having that."
Abraham also noticed an 
increased police presence. 
"Police were all over this 
year," she added. "I thought 
Freaknik was originally for the 
black college students to hang 
out and just chill, but this year 
it seemed like everyone but 
college students came. It was 
just a fashion show where 
women showed off their 
butts."
This year, Freaknik hit 
Atlanta's malls harder than
George Crawford/STAFF 
'Age Ain't Nothin' But a Number': 
Dressed in plaid, a local citizen gets in on 
the Freaknik festivities.
any other location. "I've seen 
more camcorders out here 
than in an electronics store," 
said the manager of a T-shirt 
kiosk in Lenox Mall. "We had 
to close down at 5:30 Saturday 
because the mall was 
overcrowded with no one 
buying. Lenox was losing 
money by staying open."
Eddie Bauer's 
Underground location, the site 
of a looting incident during 
Freaknik '95, reported that 
sales were down last weekend.
"For as many people that are 
visiting Atlanta, they are not 
spending any money," one 
employee noted.
Although most major 
retailers indicated a drop in 
sales last weekend, Eric 
Walker, the owner of a photo 
kiosk on Peachtree street 
outside Underground Atlanta 
could not fold the dollar bills 
fast enough. "Business has 
been great for us!" Walker 
exclaimed. "All the vendors 
are over on Auburn Avenue 
leaving us alone here on 
Peachtree. And our numbers 
are superb because of it."
When asked about 
Freaknik violence, two Lenox 
Mall officers reported that the 
weekend was relatively 
peaceful. "We haven't had 
any fights," one officer told 
The Maroon Tiger. Five 
minutes later, a fight broke out 
at the mall's main entrance, 
but Lenox security and the 
APD swiftly brought closure 
to it in a matter of minutes.
This year, Underground 
Atlanta and Auburn Avenue 





were much more 
guys than girls 
this year," said 
Sherry Bei Hi lie, an 
Underground 
kiosk employee. 
"You see a lot of 
guys grabbing at 
women and 
trying to pictures. 
A lot of women 
didn't come back 
because of the 




could not have 
gone more 
smoothly this 
year, according to 
Lieutenant H. 
Walker, 
commander of the 
U nderground
Precinct. "There were no 
problems," he commented. 
"We try to manage [Freaknik] 
so it doesn't become an 
inconvenience for students or 
relatives. People were a little 
bit more relaxed this year, so 
there were no major 
problems."
Atlanta city officials and 
residents had been very 
concerned about Freaknik's 
effect on traffic. When Braves 
and Hawks fans tried to merge 
with the street party Saturday
night, all highway movement 
ceased. Police helicopters 
scoured the streets from
the barricades Sunday 
morning. Police resurrected 
them later that afternoon and
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Looking Back: A common scene at Freaknik. Still at issue at this 
annual event is the treatment of women, which has left many female 
party-goers disappointed.
above all weekend to monitor 
traffic and provide assistance 
to ground patrols.
The Lee Street exit off 
1-20 had been blocked 
throughout the weekend until 
Freaknik motorists rolled over
Congress Moves Forward on Three Key Bills
By Louis Clotman 
Managing Editor
In yet another phase of 
their "Contract With 
America," the Republican 
party is seeking to repeal the 
1994 ban on semiautomatic 
assault weapons. The GOP 
is also fighting against an 
increase in minimum wage 
and has granted the 
Executive Office the line- 
item veto.
Republicans are
sponsoring a lighter version 
of the gun bill, written by a 
Democrat, to reduce the 
expected backlash from 
constituents.
The gun ban is popular 
with the public and is 
supported by police 
departments across the 
country. But its dissenters 
are becoming more vocal by 
the minute.
The National Rifle 
Association and other gun 
rights groups are the GOP's 
major supporters and have 
been fighting the bill since its 
initial proposal in Congress.
Although the Senate 
passed an anti-terrorism bill 
last year, the House hesitated 
to give more power to federal 
law enforcement agencies. 
After much heated debate, it
limited AUC access to 
students and area residents. 
By 6:30 Sunday, westbound 
traffic on 1-20 was reduced to 
a crawl as visiting party- 
seekers began their exodus.
Last week's search for fun
finally pushed through a 
watered-down version of the 
bill that allowed general anti­
crime provisions in place of 
stringent terrorism
protection.
Now, the GOP is keeping 
its promise with the NRA by 
repealing the ban on 
semiautomatic assault 
weapons.
"We made a commitment 
to members some time ago," 
said GOP Conference 
Chairman John A. Boehner of 
Ohio. "We want to keep our 
word."
Early last week President 
Clinton signed a bill that the 
Executive Office has sought 
since the administration of 
Ulysses S. Grant — the line- 
item veto. With the passing 
of this bill, Congress will 
permanently alter the 200- 
year-old system of checks and 
balances by giving away some 
of its legislative power to the 
Oval Office.
This "enhanced
recessions" bill would allow 
the President to "cancel" 
individual items in spending 
bills unless he is blocked by 
two-thirds of Congress. 
Supporters argue that the bill 
would wipe out the 
congressional practice of 
stuffing vital legislation with 
pork barrel spending items.
ended in fatality for one 
Freaknik participant. Donnie 
Cantrell, 24, was shot to death 
in a robbery Thursday night in 
the Moreland .Hills area. 
Cantrell, a college student from 
Akron, Ohio, is the first person 
to die in association with 
Freaknik. Police are
investigating three suspects 
believed to be linked to his 
death.
Will Freaknik return to 
Atlanta next year? No one is 
sure. This year, authorities have 
reported 846 charges (364 of 
which were out of state), 307 
impounded cars and 14 seized 
weapons. Although these 
statistics are down from last 
year, most Freaknikers 
complained that the police hacj 
a stranglehold on the city 
throughout the weekend.
Still, some think that 
Freaknik is here to stay. "It'll be 
back," says James Williams, 
Senior Biology major. "It's 
tradition."
"Certainly the line-item 
veto is not a cure-all for 
budget deficits. No one is 
pretending it is the.one big 
answer to all of our budget 
problems," said Senate 
Majority Leader Bob Dole, R- 
Kan. "But it is one additional 
tool a President can use to 
help keep unnecessary 
spending down. It's one way 
to fulfill our pledge to 
American taxpayers for less 
Washington spending."
However, the bill also 
poses potential dangers as 
well as benefits. With this 
new power, the President 
now has the authority to 
threaten a veto of a 
congressional item to force 
Congress into passing 
presidential priorities.
As Congress returns from 
recess this week, it convenes 
to face the Republican 
filibuster of minimum wage 
legislation. The proposed 
amendment would raise the 
wage 90 cents to $5.15 in two 
years. Before it adjourned, the 
Senate voted 55-45 not to limit 
debate on raising minimum 
wage.
As the vote indicates, the 
Senate is split down the 
middle. "Sen. Dole is leading 
this filibuster, and he's the one 







QANA - Claiming that its attacks were aimed at 
Hizbollah, Israeli gunners fired artillery shells into a U.N. 
compound April 18, killing an estimated 100 refugees 
sheltered there and wounding at least 100 others. Earlier in 
the week, the so-called surgical operation hit two 
ambulances, three power plants and killed 21 innocent 
civilians.
CAMBRIDGE — In its latest attempt to reduce traffic 
congestion, the historic university city of Cambridge plans 
to introduce rickshaws to ferry visitors around. The City 
Council's head of environmental health said the rickshaws, 
which would be imported from India, will benefit tourism 
and improve air quality.
MOSCOW — Mikhail Gorbachev qualified April 13 
to be listed on the ballot for Russia's June presidential 
election. The former Soviet President's standing in 
nationwide polls is about 1 percent, and experts predict his 
chance of winning as virtually nil.
NATION
MONTANA — Federal agents, working on a tip from 
suspicious family members, arrested reclusive former 
professor Theodore John Kaczynski in an isolated Montana 
cabin. They suspect he is the Unabomber, responsible for a 
series of deadly bombings spanning nearly 18 years.
DENVER — Inspired by the Million Man March, 
American Indians are planning the Gathering of Native 
American Men next month in Colorado. The three-day 
gathering is aimed at bringing a new sense of responsibility 
to Indian men.
CHEYENNE — 7-year-old Jessica Dubroff, hoping to 
become the youngest person to fly across America, was 
killed along with her father and flight instructor when her 
plane crashed after taking off in a storm April 11. The fatal 
crash has set off a debate about whether parents should let 
children try something so risky.
WASHINGTON D.C. — H. Patrick Swygert was 
inaugurated as President of Howard University April 12. 
In his inaugural address, Swygert called for a major 
reorganization of Howard's 16 schools and colleges and a 
stronger library system and art gallery. Swygert served as 
Acting President of the university since August.
LOCAL •
ATLANTA — Editors at the Georgia Tech newspaper, 
The Technique, voted 8-5 to run an ad that they had deemed 
too controversial earlier this year. The ad, which included 
testimonials from Christians who had turned away from gay 
lifestyles, was part of a national campaign on 50 campuses 
by Campus Crusade for Christ. The only other school 
newspaper that refused to run the ad is Purdue University.
DEKALB — Felony charges against three black Emory 
University students accused of making terroristic threats 
against a white student were waived April 9,1996. The case 
has been handed over to DeKalb County's magistrate court, 
where attorneys for both sides are expected to try to resolve 
the case through meditation. The charges against the Emory 
students stem from a January 25 incident in which they 
allegedly threatened David Nieder, a white student, for 
assaulting a black freshman. Nieder was charged with a 
misdemeanor simple assault, while the black students were 
charged with felonies.
Civil War Continues to Ravage Liberia
By C. Reynard Hardiman 
W 6- L News Editor
Liberia's seven-year-old 
civil war has once again 
erupted into a full-blown 
massacre. An 
estimated 60,000 
people have been 
rendered homeless 
and at least 137 
confirmed dead in 
and around the 
capital city of 
Monrovia.
Rebels, as 
young as ten, have 
attacked the streets 
for the past eighteen 
d.ays, killing 
hundreds of 
innocent people and 
looting shops and 
businesses.
The first 
attention given to 
the Liberia situation 
was on March 29th, 
when the United 
States State
Department 
announced it was 
closing its embassy 
due to the dangers
of political strife and turmoil 
in the region. Soon after, the 
State Department started the 
evacuation of all Americans in 
the region. Deputy Secretary 
of State Frank Kantz 
announced, "Liberia is under 
attack by terroristic militants, 
who are randomly taking
Commerce Secretary Ron Brown Dies
By Bryan N. Cambrice 
Contributing Writer
Commerce Secretary Ron 
Brown was killed in a plane 
crash alongside a mountain in 
Dubrovnik, Croatia, on 
Wednesday,April 3. Onboard 
the T-43 jetliner were twenty- 
three Commerce Department 
personnel, twelve U.S. 
businessmen and the plane's 
three crew members, all of 
whom perished. Extremely 
thick fog and heavy rain were 
cited as probable causes for the 
crash.
Brown, 54, was on a trade 
mission with U.S. Executives 
to look for opportunities for 
American investment that 
would create economic 
stability and growth in the 
war-torn Balkans. Hours 
before the accident, Secretary 
Brown had visited with GIs 
stationed in Tuzla, Bosnia, 
thanking them for 
peacekeeping efforts.
Like retired Gen.Colin
shots at innocent citizens and 
foreign missionaries to the 
country."
According to several news 
authorities, the streets of 
Monrovia are filled with dead
AP
A young warrior looks for a place to rest 
outside an army camp near the Liberian 
capital of Monrovia.
bodies. In the country, several 
thousand people are living in 
poverty, while others are 
starving. In an attempted 
remedy, the United Nations 
has started convoys into the 
ravaged country to deliver 
food. However, several days 
of intense fighting between
Powell and Washington 
lobbyist Vernon Jordan, Ron 
Brown was a member of an 
elite group of black men who 
at a national level moved past 
the boundaries of race and into 
the "inner sanctums" of 
political and corporate power. 
Known in many circles as "The 
Great Facilitator," Brown was 
the consummate dealmaker.
In the mid-1980s, he 
became the first black partner 
of the Washington law firm of 
Patton Boggs & Blow, where 
he lobbied the government on 
behalf of numerous firms, 
including Sony and Toshiba. 
In 1988, Brown achieved 
national prominence when he 
negotiated peace between his 
candidate, Jesse Jackson, and 
the Democratic nominee 
Michael Dukakis during the 
Democratic National
Convention (DNC).
Brown achieved even 
greater stature in 1992 when, 
as Chairman of the Democratic 
National Committee, he 
convinced party leaders that
Rebel Leader Charles Taylor's 
supporters and other ethnic 
factions have delayed many of 
the people getting aid.
U.N. Ambassadors of 
several countries have asked 
Secretary-General Buotros 
Buotros Ghali to bring Taylor 
and his leaders up on war 
charges and human rights 
violations. As a solution to the 
problem in Liberia, many U.N. 
Ambassadors believe that an 
arms embargo and the 
deployment of U.N. Peace­
keeping troops are needed 
throughout the region.
In representing the 
American response to the 
incidents in Liberia, U.S. 
Ambassador Madelyn 
Fulbright has said the people 
of the free world should be 
shocked at these instances of 
human rights violations. "The 
world should not have to sit 
back and wait while more 
people die," stated the 
ambassador.
While a few countries 
have expressed outrage at the 
atrocities being committed in 
war-torn Liberia, the White 
House has said relatively little 
in addressing the plight of the 
Liberian people. When 
questioned in a recent press 
conference, White House Press 
Secretary Mike McCurry 
stated that the President is 
following the situation closely 
and is hoping for a peaceful 
outcome.
Arkansas Governor Bill 
Clinton would beat George 
Bush. Since 1993, Brown has 
been involved in Commerce 
and has garnered tens of 
billions of dollars of foreign 
business for American 
companies.
Professional highlights 
include serving as Deputy 
Executive Director of the 
National Urban League; as 
Chief Counsel, U.S. Senate 
Judiciary Committee in 1980; 
and as Staff Director for Sen. 
Edward Kennedy in 1981. 
Brown also served as 
Democratic Convention 
Manager for Jesse Jackson, and 
Senior Adviser for Michael 
Dukakis' campaign in 1988.
Commerce Secretary 
Ronald Harmon Brown was 
buried with full military 
honors in Arlington National 
Cemetery on Wednesday, 
April 10. President Clinton, 
among a host of celebrated 
guests, attended the funeral. 
He is survived by his wife, 






Editorial Reflections on the 1995-96 Maroon TigerAs the spring 







reflects fondly upon the 
1995-96year. Throughout 
the year thetzditorial staff 
has overcome many 
challenges, mistakes, and 
obstacle&Nev 
Morehouse’s new, 
has continued to be an 




has been th 




awards from the Georgia 
College Press Association. 
And, while weathering
criticism, coping with 
editing, and dealing with 
ersonality clashes, the 
editorial staff has continued 
as a family. Using only one 
computer, it has produced 
more issues &ince September 




regular basis. By initiating 
a distribution drive, the 
‘Tiger’ has expanded its 
circulation to include
George Crawford/STAFF
parents, alumni, businesses 
as well as other AUC students.
In an attempt to expose 
Morehouse students to the 
field of journalism. The 
Maroon Tiger has 
implemented a speaker 
series, bringing well-known 
personalities such as Cynthia 
Tucker, Editorial Page Editor 






of excellence in the coming 
year.
- Jesse B. Barnes 
Associate Editor
The Maroon Tiger Staff
Sitting: George Crawford
1st row (1-r): Marc Joseph, Nathaniel Trice, 
Chris Hardiman, Bryan Cambrice, Kashta Eneas,
Louis Clotman, Chioke Murray
2nd row (1-r): Khary Jones, Mark Allwood, 
Kyle Martin, Lee Miller, Saeed Ahmed,
Rodney Gabriel
Last row (1-r): MC Moses, Scott Hepburn, 
Obinna Lewis, Rori Blakeney
Not pictured are: Mark Allwood,
Omar Bowles, Razab Chowdhury, Jay Craft,
David Hall, Richard Hayes, Steve Henderson, 
Greg Johnson, Kwame Manley, Lance McBride, 
Andrew McCaskill, Douglas McLachlan, 
Chucky Meadows, Greg Ponder, Aaron Savoy, 
Benjamin Spencer, and Brian Thompson.
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As a parent of h sophunxirc student. Maurice Germ» Jr.. I read with great concern tlxr 
stones co the «ime surrounding the AOC. I appbud jour efforts io keep patents 
informed Uireugh THE MA KOOK 27CXR of whai die college ndmimstmtions, 
particularly. Morehouse College, are doing to combat rltese serious problems.
I believe the crnrcor administration and the new preside«! will certainly put forth rheir 
be*» efforts in assuring and insuring that all students at Morehouse and the AUC will 




Members of The Maroon Tiger Staff proudly display the 
awards the paper won at the 1996 Georgia College Press 
Association Contest, The newspaper garnered a total of 
e for Editorial Excellence.ten awards, including first plac
Panelists Cynthia Tucker, Editorial Page Editor of the 
Atlanta Constitution, and Vic Carter, fanner News Anchor 
far WSB-TV, discuss issues concerning Blacks in the Media 











A Revival of Black Intellectual Enthusiasm
By Obinna Eze Lewis 
Editor-In-Chief
Upon reflection, I can recall 
several occasions where I have 
joked with former black high 
school peers who have gone on to 
do their undergraduate studies at 
Harvard. I would say in jest that 
"Harvard is nothing more than 
the Morehouse of the North." 
Naturally, my black friends would 
respond that I have it all 
backwards. "Morehouse strives 
to be the Harvard of the South," 
they would retort. Well, 
whichever way the joke should be 
told, I think Morehouse could 
learn a valuable lesson from the 
current efforts of Harvard's W.E.B. 
DuBois Institute, headed by one 
of my intellectual role models, Dr. 
Henry Louis Gates, Jr.
When Dr. Gates set out to 
make his brainchild a reality, I am 
not so sure that he could have ever 
imagined encountering so much 
success so quickly. He envisioned 
the DuBois Institute as a place 
where our country's most
renowned black intellectuals 
would reside. The institute was 
also to be a place that prominent 
black businessmen, writers, 
politicians, lawyers, scholars, etc., 
would visit periodically to shed 
light on the pressing situation of 
black Americans and the on-going 
need for black progress.
So far, Skip Gates, as he is 
affectionately known, has lured 
intellectual powerhouses like 
Cornel West, author of Race 
Matters, and William Julius 
Wilson, author of The Truly 
Disadvantaged, away from 
prestigious institutions and 
brought them on board at the 
institute. Such additions just add 
to the long list of prominent black 
scholars now in residence at 
Harvard: Sociologist Charles V. 
Willie, Psychiatrist Alvin 
Pouissant, Education Policy 
Professor Sara Lawrence 
Lightfoot, Political Scientist 
Martin Kilson, and Judge A. Leon 
Higginbotham, just to name a few. 
Naturally, an entourage this 
impressive at a majority
institution is commendable.
However, my concern is not 
with the impressive moves that 
Harvard has made in the area of 
black intellectual scholarship, 
but the lack of a truly concerted 
effort on the part of Morehouse. 
Without a doubt, Morehouse 
could stand to make significant 
improvement in the area of 
intellectual enthusiasm on the 
part of students, faculty, and 
administrators.
A true revival of intellectual 
enthusiasm at Morehouse starts 
with the administration giving 
top priority to intellectual 
initiatives. Conferences, 
speakers, scholarly journals and 
faculty research are all initiatives 
that President Massey and 
Provost Hopps should actively 
support and the Business Office 
should willingly finance. 
However, at present, such 
willingness is the exception and 
not the rule. The College 
discourages research and book
Continued on page 12
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Determining Accountability During Freaknik
By Jamie Ayers 
Guest Columnist
Every year around this time, 
discussions are centered around 
Freaknik. Perspectives of this 
event depend largely upon the 
group you speak with.
If you are talking to some 
black college students, many of 
them eagerly anticipate the third 
weekend in April. Some see it as 
an opportunity to meet new 
people, but let us be honest, many 
see Freaknik as a chance to act 
foolish with no remorse.
If you are talking to city 
officials or the many citizens of 
Atlanta, you will find disgust, 
anger, fear, and overall 
disapproval. This side of the 
Freaknik coin views the weekend 
as scandalous; they see a bunch 
of reveling miscreants who plan 
to ravage and trash their 'fair' city.
Now the question is, who is 
right and who is accountable for 
Freaknik?
The history and origins of 
Freaknik have been thoroughly 
chronicled annually. It ideally 
was a time where black college 
students could come together and 
have a good time. But, like 
numerous ideas, the real practice
has been perverted.
Many (but definitely not all 
brothers) see it as a time to allow 
their hormones to take control of 
their whole body and let their 
inhibitions go wild, with or 
without alcohol. Cameras 
encourage young ladies to "take 
it off" and some brothers take it 
upon themselves to molest and 
verbally assault their so-called 
sisters. Let us not forget the sisters 
who dress like they are 
auditioning for a Luke video. 
Moreover, some of them wish that 
their brothers would respect them, 
yet they do not respect 
themselves. No matter how you 
slice it, this is what happens at 
Freaknik.
Let us not pretend and say 
that these things do not go on, 
because we all know such 
escapades are common 
knowledge. Granted, most, if not 
all, criminal activity has been 
perpetrated by locals. But please 
let us examine our behavior 
during Freaknik, especially us 
men.
We, at Morehouse, are 
constantly inculcated with noble 
quotes by Benjamin E. Mays and 
values espoused by Dr. King. We 
are also challenged by our brilliant
professors, like Professor Maceo 
Dailey and Professor Larfy 
Crawford, to be paradigms for 
the black community. Yet it 
seems like we, at Morehouse, 
use "black power" speeches 
only when it is convenient. And 
for many brothers, Freaknik is 
not a convenient time to act 
responsibly.
We also need to examine the 
agendas of anti-Freaknikers like 
Mayor Campbell, the police etc. 
They too are accountable. 
Unfortunately, these people are 
motivated by politics and the 
dominant culture. Freaknik, 
which brings many blacks 
together at one place and time, 
is downright scary to many 
white folks. Furthermore, a 
double standard persists in the 
Freaknik debate. No one 
complains when the Great Pot 
Festival comes to town. One 
thing I always hear is if the city 
cannot handle Freaknik, then 
how are they going to manage 
the Olympics? Even if there was 
a 'utopia Freaknik,' people 
would still complain.
The bottom line is obvious. 
As Dr. Cornel West wrote a few 
years ago, race still matters.
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Read this Piece before you Sign the Lease: A Case for Off-campus Living
By David Hall
Assistant Editorial Page Editor
As this semester quickly 
draws to a close, many people 
are assuredly trying to decide 
what their living 
arrangements will be for the 
next school year. Of course, if 
you are opting to move off 
campus, this is the ideal time 
to apply and gain approval for 
an apartment in post-Olympic 
Atlanta. For many students, 
there is a definite desire to 
move off campus, thus casting 
long lines in the cafeteria and 
communal rest rooms into 
fond memories. However, 
there are some definite points 
which you should heed before 
you take your leap off campus.
First, one must recognize 
both the good and bad offered 
by dormitory living. Usually 
all that is ever said about one 
or all of the dorms on campus 
is extremely negative. It took 
me a year of living off campus 
to ever mention one of the 
many attributes of my beloved 
freshman residence, Graves 
Hall. The best thing about on 
campus life is that only one bill 
has to be paid at the beginning
of the semester, just two per 
school year, including all rents, 
electricity, heating, air 
conditioning, and water. 
Furthermore, these bills may 
be paid from scholarships, 
fellowships and other forms of 
financial aid which can only be
For many students, there is a 
definite desire to move off 
campus, thus casting long lines 
in the cafeteria and communal 
rest rooms into fond memories.
made payable to Morehouse. 
If there is still a persistent
desire to assert your 
independence and move off 
campus, please take great care 
in choosing your roommates. 
You must be able to 
completely trust your 
roommates to pay all the bills 
on time and have all other 
financial matters settled in a 
timely fashion. There are other 
things, like your credit rating 
and your ability to rent any 
other apartment, which get
thrown into severe jeopardy 
when your bills are not met. 
As roommates, you also have 
to respect each other as 
individuals and respect the 
parts of the apartment that you 
share, not just your space. You 
also must be able to approach
them to discuss any and all 
problems that you may have. 
If all of the above can be met 
and you and your roommates 
can still maintain some aspects 
of a friendship, you will be set 
for life.
Another major obstacle 
which I underestimated when 
I decided to move off campus 
is the expense. It really does 
look cheap, in retrospect, to 
take some monthly rent, 
divide it by two or three, 
estimate a couple of hundred
dollars per month for bills and 
compare it to the 
approximately $6,000 you 
would spend for the year on 
campus. But what you do not 
take into consideration are 
things like having to purchase 
a bed, all sorts of kitchen 
utensils and flatware, and 
hundreds of other things 
which you think that you can 
live without, until they 
become an ex post facto 
necessity (like a toilet 
plunger).
Finally, a completely 
objective self-evaluation needs 
to be taken. Two primary 
questions need to be asked 
and answered by yourself, 
from which a blatantly honest 
evaluation can be ascertained. 
The first question is with the 
addition of cable television, 
twenty-four hour visitation, 
and a car, will your studies 
improve? Studies (and my 
own personal experiences) 
indicate an overwhelming no; 
an individual's grade point 
average actually declines after 
moving off campus. Another 
question which needs to be 
answered is if it is cold, rainy, 
and the commute to school
would take twenty minutes, 
with morning traffic, would 
you drag yourself out of bed 
on Monday morning for an 
eight o'clock economics class? 
If you can honestly answer the 
two posed questions 
affirmatively, then maybe off- 
campus life is for you, but if 
you vacillated at all, a 
rethinking and researching of 
off-campus life is what you 
may want to do.
I will submit to the 
obvious downsides of having 
to share a small room with 
another person, having limits 
on who can stay with you and 
for how long, and things you 
can have in your room. 
Despite these downsides, on 
campus you are fairly sure that 
there will be electricity, heat, 
and a hot meal every school 
day. I have heard of brothers 
who, myself included, have 
gone without one or more of 
these things for days. You 
must honestly ask yourself if 
you have the maturity, 
financial resources, and 
fortitude of character to live on 
your own. If not, one more 
year of cafeteria food and cold 
showers will not kill you.
Civility at Morehouse Begins with Me
The following essay won first 
place in this year's Residence Hall 
competition. The piece, written 
by A. Benjamin Spencer, 
addresses the issue of civility at 
Morehouse.
Largely through my 
spiritual upbringing and 
development, I have acquired 
a sincere appreciation for the 
unity of all humankind as 
common products of a higher 
being. My values of honesty, 
fairness, integrity, respect, and 
tolerance are grounded in this 
view of my relationship with 
other people. My awareness 
of the transcendent 
interconnectedness of human 
beings is the basis of both my 
concern for the welfare of 
others and my repugnance for 
human suffering.
Several experiences that I 
have had in college have 
strengthened and reinforced 
this awareness. Primary 
among these was my research 
with the Martin Luther King, 
Jr., Papers Project, where I was 
able to read and hear in King's 
own words arguments for his 
vision of human compassion. 
I cannot accept suffering 
because, to paraphrase King 
loosely, "suffering anywhere is 
a threat to well-being
everywhere"—a well-being 
that I define according to the 
collective status of us all, not 
just of our individual selves.
It is in this context that I 
am disheartened by the nature 
of human interactions on this 
campus. The disrespect with 
which we treat our brothers 
and workers of the College 
violates the collective well­
being of which I speak. Many 
students feel that they can 
disrespect others with 
impunity — they feel they can 
steal from others, swear or 
speak rudely to their brothers, 
or speak condescendingly to 
staff. Beyond these instances, 
when we are violent toward 
each other or otherwise hostile 
in our encounters with others, 
we chip away at the 
brotherhood that is supposed 
to be the hallmark of this 
institution.
These phenomenon are 
indicative of a lack of civility 
at Morehouse. This lack of 
civility at its root reflects our 
self-centeredness and 
individualism. I believe that 
altering this mentality, by 
moving from a belief in the 
primacy of the individual 
towards the revival of human 
compassion and civility, will
be important to improving our 
interactions. Our realization 
that, in the words of M. Scott 
Peck, "all of us are component 
parts of the fabric of human 
society," will allow us to adopt 
values that place worth in the 
prosperity of the whole 
Morehouse community.
Moving to this point will 
require a movement within 
each one of us. We must each 
look first to ourselves and our 
own behavior making certain 
that we are acting in 
accordance with the tenets of 
civil conduct. That means 
displaying respect and 
acknowledgement of other 
people's interests and 
concerns; exhibiting behavior 
that conforms to the golden 
rule and that adheres to right 
behavior independent of what 
others may say or do.
Morehouse is a 
brotherhood of Black men. In 
a society where Black men are 
under siege and incarcerated 
more than College educated, 
we who are here must be 
united in our common plight 
and our common mission and 
let civility color our every 
interaction.
Black Intellectualism
Continued from page 11
publishing with over-burdensome class loads and limited 
monetary support. And unlike numerous other colleges, 
Morehouse does not require a professor to be published as a 
prerequisite for receiving tenure.
There are, however, examples of viable intellectual initiatives 
such as the Center for International Studies, the Morehouse 
Research Institute, or dynamic professors that are paid too little 
for the work they do. But these are isolated examples as opposed 
to an overriding culture of black scholarship. Moreover, for every 
positive example, there are counterexamples like faculty who 
teach for all the wrong reasons, an intellectually apathetic student 
body, and a constrained vision of what an authentic intellectual 
community really is.
Even though students would be the ultimate beneficiaries 
of a revived intellectual spirit here at the college, we contribute 
more to the problem than the solution. Many of us are not 
knowledgeable of black intellectuals and authors who have 
offered varied critiques of the black situation. We also have a 
tendency to emphasize the social and cultural aspects of our 
Morehouse experience at the expense of the intellectual 
component.
Frankly, I am often amazed that students are not familiar 
with what are household names in black intellectual circles: 
Cornel West, Maulana Karenga, Na'im Akbar, Thomas Sowell, 
Derrick Bell, Shelby Steele, bell hooks, Haki Madhubuti, R. 
Roosevelt Thomas, Elias Farajaje-Jones, Henry Louis Gates, 
Beverly Guy-Sheftall, Abraham Davis, Lani Gunier, etc. (please 
excuse the brevity of my list). Even worse, many students are 
not even familiar with black, contemporary scholars within their 
own disciplines.
The bottom line is that if Morehouse is going to claim to be a 
premier black intellectual institution, then we must strive for a 
level of intellectual enthusiasm surpassed by few other 
institutions. That means that every prominent black mind should 
periodically come to Morehouse whether as a scholar-in- 
residence, lecturer, researcher, or professor. Simply put, the entire 
Morehouse community must make a genuine commitment to a 
renewed spirit of intellectualism at the college and avoid attitudes 






What Went Wrong at the Black-Jewish Religious Emphasis Week Forum
To the Editor:
Why is there tension 
between Blacks and Jews? 
This was the question being 
discussed at the Speak Out 
held on Sunday, March 31st, 
as a conclusion to Religious 
Emphasis week.
This much needed forum 
was organized by Dean 
Lawrence Carter, and he 
should be commended on his 
attempt to put together a 
dialogue between the Jewish 
and Black communities. In 
light of the Million Man 
March, it was evident that this 
forum was all the more 
necessary.
The panel consisted of 
two guests: Reverend
Timothy McDonald and 
Rabbi Harvey Winokur. The 
moderator for the event was 
Dr. Marcellus Barksdale. The 
Reverend and the Rabbi gave 
opening statements as 
representatives of their 
community, and the floor was 
then turned over to questions.
The question that 
everyone has been asking me 
since that night is what
actually happened at the event; 
what was the problem? The 
first problem was the fact that 
this event was supposed to be 
a student forum, but not many 
students showed up. The Rabbi 
explained, to his dismay, that 
20 of his Jewish Emory 
students backed out at the last 
minute. It was only Rabbi 
Winokur and two students 
(who abandoned their Rabbi 
when the tension increased). 
Not many students from 
Morehouse or the A.U.C. 
showed up either. The majority 
of those that attended were 
members of the Nation of 
Islam, and a member of the 
Nation got up to chastise the 
organizers of this forum for not 
inviting that group. He felt 
that in a discussion of this 
nature, they should have had a 
representative there.
I must concur with this 
brother from the Nation. I 
might also note that everyone, 
including those that put this 
program together, realized that 
they had made a mistake and 
apologized. One of the biggest 
problems that the Jewish 
community has with the Black
community is our love and 
affiliation with the Nation of 
Islam and Minister Louis 
Farrakhan. Such being the 
case, they should have had a 
representative from the 
Nation on the panel, 
especially since an accusation 
concerning Minister Louis 
Farrakhan made by Rabbi 
Winokur caused the forum to 
get really heated. He said 
something to the effect that 
the Jewish Community 
recognizes Minister
Farrakhan as a powerful 
leader in the Black 
community, but it feels he is 
using anti-Semitic
propaganda to strengthen his 
platform.
During the question and 
answer portion of the Speak 
Out, a minister named 
Minister Jameel from the 
Nation of Islam got up to 
address the Rabbi. He was 
supposed to ask a question, 
but we all knew (or I knew 
anyway) that he was going to 
make a statement as well as 
ask a question as all ministers 
do. He said, when the 
moderator urged him to ask
his question, that this was 
background information that 
was necessary for the 
upcoming question. This was 
the first problem. His question 
turned into a lengthy 
statement.
The second problem was 
how the moderator handled 
the situation. A moderator is 
basically one who calms and 
controls potentially volatile 
situations. Well, on this 
evening, instead of doing this, 
the moderator did the exact 
opposite. First of all, Dr. 
Barksdale told the member of 
the Nation of Islam who was 
upset that they were not 
invited to this forum to get 
over it. Then, when the 
Minister got up to refute what 
he called "lies" spoken against 
Minister Farrakhan, the 
moderator argued with him. 
When one moderates a 
discussion on a topic such as 
this, one must expect the 
worse. The moderator must 
always have full control. What 
should the moderator have 
done then? The moderator, 
who I must add felt he did 
what he thought was best,
should have done one of these 
things: He should have made, 
not just told, the Minister to sit 
down. If he refused to sit 
down, he should have had the 
brother removed by security, 
or just let him say his piece and 
sit down. The moderator did 
none of these. He stood from 
a distance and argued with the 
minister. They looked and 
acted like children, and in the 
amount of time these two 
argued, the Minister could 
have made his statement, 
asked his question and sat 
down — which the Minister 
ended up doing anyway.
Fortunately, this is not the 
last attempt at a forum to heal 
the Black and Jewish 
community relationship. 
Some mistakes were made, but 
lessons were learned, and 
progress is beginning to be 
made. We cannot just talk 
about the problems, but we 
must develop solutions. 
Clearing the air is the first step. 
For we can all agree with the 
words of Jesus Christ when he 






I caught the interview of 
Mahmoud Abdul-Rauf on ESPN 
Sports Center. Am I the only 
person who doesn't understand 
what Abdul-Rauf was trying to 
do?
So far, I'm kind of upset at the 
man. Not to the point that it rules 
my life, but it has been on my 
mind for a while.
I do not have the same 
beliefs as Abdul-Rauf at all, 
but the principle is what I 
believed in. I hope you 
know the story . . . Pretty 
soon it will not be as big of 
a deal as it has been in the 
past.
Well, Abdul-Rauf you 
just say your silent prayer.
Don't harp about it. Don't 
harp about ANYTHING 
ANYMORE. Just leave 
everything as it is... Quit rocking 
the boat already! Tell me, why 
were there going to be dozens of 
people, including me, who would 
have been behind him, no matter 
the reason why — just because of 
the principle? The principle being 
that through the media criticism, 
the fines / pay cut, the increased 
attention, and the ultimate threat 
of Abdul-Rauf not playing in the 
NBA again, he was going to stand 
his ground.
That was admirable to me,
and somewhat rebellious. The 
rebel part was put into 
perspective in that Abdul-Rauf 
had a legitimate reason for his 
actions. And really, the U.S. Flag 
does represent oppression and 
tyranny. If you look at the flag 
and its relation to oppression and 
tyranny in the literal sense, you'll 
find that real oppression and 
tyranny did occur in this country
Abdul-Rauf had the reins
let it go...
while it was represented by that 
flag. Even though the Union 
during the Civil War used that 
flag and the Union supposedly 
had an anti-oppression stance, the 
flag not more than 50 years before 
flew over a country where slavery 
reigned supreme. Even though 
the flag has had subtle changes 
over the years, the elements 
remain. It represented the things 
that the current U.S. majority (or 
so believed) would like to put 
behind them, such as the
enslavement of Africans and the 
various conquests abroad 
(which were detrimental to 
natives of the land). For added 
insult, the flag, instead of being 
reconstructed (like the 
government "reconstruction"), 
was augmented with more of the 
same elements.
Yet, it is not about changing 
the U.S. flag; not at all. 
Unfortunately, Mahmoud 
Abdul-Rauf had the reins 
of protest in his hands, and 
it was a shame for him to 
let it go before the ride. He 
also has caused more 
strained relations with his 
employers. And the biased 
media needs no 
explanation because they 
will have Abdul-Rauf for 
dinner if they don't find a 
better, more exciting thing 
to pick on. At least he 
could have made not just a mark, 
but an indelible mark in the NBA 
before he becomes "infamous."
Really, I believe that had 
Abdul-Rauf talked to himself 
longer (he'd probably say: "Flag 
stands for this, I don't. Have to 
stand because of contract, say a 
prayer while standing" . . . 
Problem solved), then this 
would not have happened.
Drhue Robinson
Clark Atlanta University '99
To the Editor:
I am writing in response to the Terrance Howard hearing 
that took place on 3-27-96 in the Kilgore Student Center on the 
campus of Morehouse College. Mr. Howard has been accused of 
peeping on a Spelman student in a bathroom in Laura Spelman 
residence hall on the campus of Spelman College. • 
s : : This letter is not to address Mr. Howard's behavior, nor is 
il to evaluate the decision that Morehouse's Judiciary Committee 
came to regarding his future at the College. This letter is intended 
to spur students to action. It is obvious from both Spelman's 
and Morehouse's tortoise-like response to the case that we as 
students should not and cannot rely solely on our respective 
institutions to address our concerns. I recognize that the College ■ 
has a responsibility to us .is paydng students to acknowledge and 
attempt Io ameliorate our struggles. However, I also recognize 
that Ihev often take their time in doing so. and when they finally 
do. the results are often not what we expected or desired. Only 
through confronting our issues head on, articulating exactly what 
we want, and through assertive, vocal, protest will our voices be 
heard. ? f?" eve ■ 1 -: :< ' ■ ■ - ser- ■ si■ ■ :
All colleges and universities serve many gods. Any 
decision that is made must reflect the best interest of the f; rculfy, , 
staff, alumni, supporters and lastly the students. However, as 
students, our primary concern is ourselves. We must assume 
the responsibilih tor making sure our voice is not only heard 
but respected and responded, to as well.
■ The Spelman students who attended the hearing at 
Morehouse felt that they were disrespected. Instead of 
complaining, those women took action and started a letter-writing 
campaign and organized a rally so that thev could ha\ e an open 
forum to voice their opinions. Although I don't agree with or 
support all of what was said by these women, I do admire their 
pro-activity and their refusal to be silenced. 1 implore anyone 
who reads this letter to follow the path these sisters have 
established, STEAK UP AND BE HEARD!I leather loy fhompson 
Spelnran College '99
Paul Mooney Takes Comedy Where It Belongs... In Your Face
By Khary Jones 
Staff Writer
When Paul Mooney took 
the stage following the 
hilarious, but rather tame, 
routines of comedians 
Zooman and A.J. Jamal last 
month at Spelman's Comedy 
Night, "rocking" an overcoat 
and one of his trademark hats, 
few could "make heads or 
tails" of him. Even after 
Zooman filled in some of the 
question areas with a brief 
introduction in which he 
stated that Mooney is a close 
friend and former writer for 
Richard Pryor, the question: 
"Who is he?" could still be 
read plainly off the mug faces 
of many of those in the 
audience.
After his routine, Mooney 
spoke with me stating that he 
expected the crowd to react to 
him in the manner they did.
"Well, they went into 
shock. They're not used to it — 
it's a one-on-one confrontation 
it's in your face, it's 
truthful,” said Mooney. 
"People get nervous [and] they 
think something's gonna'
happen." routine and the subject matter
Though he enjoys contained within it, he prefers
performing before college 
audiences, Mooney said that 
because of the nature of his
white crowds because "they 
get more nervous."
"This [routine] was
lightweight compared with 
what I do with white crowds,” 
he said. "You think what I did 
tonight [was harsh]; the way I 
was, as real as I was — I'm 
twice that hard on white 
crowds."
Much of the negative 
feedback that Mooney 
received from the crowd at 
Spelman was due to his 
flippant usage of the words 
"nigger" and "honky" when 
referring to Blacks and whites 
in his routine. While the words 
he used are as old as time itself, 
Mooney's strictly articulated 
speech, evident knowledge of 
history and current events, 
and the confidence he 
exhibited on stage contrasted 
with the foul-mouthed 
shallow comedian that we are 
accustomed to.
The substance of 
Mooney's character and his 
command of the English 
language made it impossible 
for even the most righteous 
audience member to dismiss 
him, a key factor in his 
performances before white 
crowds.
"I'm very good at that. I
know the language ... on both 
sides [white and Black]," he 
said. "If I wanted to get with 
white folks, I could get 
with'em ... It's not my desire 
to do that; I can't leave out my 
blackness."
With the arrival of Russell 
Simmons' Def Comedy Jam in 
the early '90s, up and coming 
black comedians were 
suddenly given a national 
stage on which to perform 
their routines. The uncensored 
environment of a premium 
cable network such as HBO 
served as a springboard for the 
already widely recognized 
Martin Lawrence and other 
talented underground 
comedians such as Bernie Mac 
and Atlanta's Chris Tucker to 
jump from stage to screen. 
However, in subsequent 
seasons of the program, 
Martin Lawrence, Joe Torrie, 
and Adele Givens became the 
prototype from which most 
comedians appearing on the 
show would be cloned.
With regard to these 
comedians who often seem to 
be without any substance,
Continued on page 17
Wh v ami about to ban all WHITE GIRLS from hip-hop? ❖ W'sup 
with that cutie who directed "The Colored Museum" at Spelman?
* Why does that Unabomber guy look like Chewbaca's 
grandson? '-?• Are you the subject of the last question in every 
twenty' questions column? * Why does Chief Davis prove that
at Morehouse it’s a lot easier to lose your life than it is to lose 
your job? Y- What's this I hear about Dr. Dre and Puffy 
Combs taking midnight strolls together? * Which cigar­
smoking politician scares us more. Rush Limbaugh or 
Ike Ummunah ? Can you still eat at McDonald's after 
seeing the "Soul Food" video? [ How come some of 
y'all were too high to get up for classes this morning?
-‘5: Please tell me, how the hell did Garth Brooks 
get an Image Award from the N. A. A. C. P.? *
OK, how many questions is that so far? * Why 
won’t Chioke let me finish this 20 q’s without 
mentionin' that Busta Rhymes/ Q-up joint?
* Why did it take a year and a half before 
I got my CD's from BMG? £ How much 
sense does it make to run four miles a 
day and eat pepperoni pizzas at night?
* Have you given thanks to God
Leavin’ Literary Footprints in Red Clay
today? [ Am I allowed to 
shout out to the sisters from CAU 
who be readin' my column on tire 
regular? *If things were 
reversed, would Barry White 
sample Mary J Blige? # How 
come 1 hear the new 
OUTKAST album is 
tighter than Martin 
Lawrence's fade ? * If 





to town? sfc 














By Marc Joseph 
A&E Co-Editor
The literary underground 
scene in Atlanta moves with 
nursery rhyme precision, 
characterized by Mother 
Goose-like simplicity:
naturals and locks 
move like shepherd's flock 
calmly into the pasture 
poetical sage
about 20 years of age 
pulls out artistic gauge and 
blasts ya . .. with something 
played.
Poets, like players and 
pimps, have become mere 
caricatures, forcing themselves 
into a stereotype by displaying 
a dramatic lack of versatility in 
their subject matter.
Not content with lyricizing 
about the third eye, the creative 
force behind Red Clay 
Magazine has moved beyond 
the poetical norm, churning 
out a collection of poems, 
essays, and photography with 
unparalleled cultural potency.
At the moral foundation of 
Red Clay Magazine lies the 
desire to maintain artistic and
cultural integrity. After a brief 
literary libation to appease 
those that came and will come 
again, the Red Clay collective 
hits you off with their creed:
"Speak Truth. TRUTH.
;Nf FOR YO'OR FISH
That is our motto. That is what 
we intend to do in these few 
pages. .
Truth is a relative term, 
and the crew does not shy 
away from this fact. 
Acknowledging the diversity 
of opinions and beliefs that we 
all hold is the first step that the 
magazine takes towards 
excellence. Liberal in tone, but 
all-encompassing in texture, 
Red Clay does not stop with 
ONE wisdom, word, or way.
Instead, it continues to evolve 
towards a more universal 
understanding of these 
concepts, basing them all in 
the desire to find truth.
This desire has parlayed
its way into a brilliant 
magazine with countless 
cultural wake-up calls. A 
sampling of some gems from 
the repertoire of Red Clay's 
latest effort provides ample 
testimony to the magazine's 
quality:
"Balance is fundamental/ 
yet ambivalent in the 
mental.
Yet still concrete and





Live at Little Five: The Fugees, The Roots and Goodie MoB
By Khary Jones 
Staff Writer
Shame on me for living 
less than ten minutes from 
Philadelphia and never 
shelling out the cream to see 
The Roots perform live. So, 
when I peeped a blurb in the
AJC stating that The Roots, 
Goodie MoB, and Fugees 
would be at the Variety 
Playhouse in Little Five Points 
on Easter Sunday, I was forced 
to atone for my sins.
Armed with only my 
ticket, a couple of useless ATM 
cards, and $1.50 that I took up
a collection for ("big-up" the 
brothers on the second floor of 
Thurman), I arrived in Little 
Five Points fresh off MARTA's 
immaculate iron-horse. 
Parked outside the Variety 
Playhouse, the V-103 van was 
pumping some pop tunes 
(nothing you could really
"feel") to lead the anxious 
crowd through the pre-concert 
calisthenics that warmed-up 
key muscle groups for the 
serious head nodding and 
body rocking to go on inside 
the theater. I positioned 
myself in line with the true 
music lovers and the
"consumers" who've recently 
purchased cozy seats on the 
elastic lining of the Fugees' 
jock-strap. As the crowd 
slowly filtered into the 
diminutive arena, I wondered 
why brothers and sisters were 
taking seats towards the back 
when they knew that as soon 
as the acts stepped on stage 
they were going to behave just 
like Pat Buchanan at a 
modern-day lynching — 
clawing (in vain) to the front 
to get a good view.
"Lord it's so hard, living 
this life — a constant struggle 
each and every day. Some 
wonder why I'd rather die, 
than to continue living this 
way," crooned Goodie MoB's 
front-man, Cee-Lo, as he 
drifted to center stage and 
opened the concert with 
"Free," the introductory track 
on Goodie MoB's debut album 
'Soul Food'; in doing so, he set 
the tone for much of the 
group's performance. With a 
persona akin to that of 
Wolverine of the X-Men, 
Khujo crept on-stage and
proceeded to prowl around 
glaring at the audience before 
he raised his mic to his lips. 
Successfully blinding me and 
the crowd with the glare from 
his gold fronts, Big-Gip came 
from backstage followed by 
T-Mo to complete the 
S.W.A.T.S. (Southwest 
Atlanta) based quartet. By 
paying homage to their 
mothers and God for bringing 
them (Goodie MoB) thus far, 
the sensitivity ever so present 
on "Soul Food" was given a 
realness that only added to the 
group's three-dimensional 
image. The guest appearances 
of Outkast's Andre and Big 
Boi who performed their parts 
on "Thought Process" and 
"Dirty South," respectively, 
were nice additions to the 
show, but when Cee-Lo 
stepped before the crowd to 
recite a fiery poem dealing 
with the relationship between 
black and white folk,, 
everyone grew silent and 
raised their clenched fists (the 
white folk just grew silent), as 
they realized that truth was
being dispensed among them.
After the Roots' lead 
vocalist, Black Thought, 
consumed what seemed like 
enough spring water to fill a 
trough, the Roots set things off 
improvisational style. A "no 
show" at the concert's early 
show, Malik B emerged from 
backstage and surprised the 
stagehands who had no mic set 
up for him to use. Quite 
capable of ripping "ish" by 
himself, Black Thought 
proceeded to do so, taking the 
audience with the help of 
drummer, B.R.O.the R.?, and 
bass guitarist, Leonard
Hubbard, on a ride through 
time and rhymes, ultimately 
clarifying the music they've 
coined as "organic hip-hop." 
Bahamadia performed 
"UKNOWHOWWEDU," the 
only track the Roots failed to 
effectively bring to life with 
their instruments all evening. 
After the stage crew rustled-up 
a few mics, Malik B, Black 
Thought, and Bahamadia ran 
their lyrics from "Da Jawn," 
Continued on page 16
Bahamadia Resurrects the “ill” in Philly
By Mark Allwood 
Staff Writer
Is it just me, or is the 
music emerging from 
Philadelphia constantly 
elevating hip hop to the next 
level? "Kollage," Bahamadia's 
debut LP, is no exception.
There was a time when 
Philly was as a featured spot 
on the hip hop map. Cool C 
used to rock "ooh-ooooh... the 
glamorous life" while Three 
Times Dope (3D) did their 
thing to represent the 215 area 
code. Schooly D had hard 
rocks peepin' and Jazzy Jeff 
and the Fresh Prince brought 
Philly into commercial light.
Since those days, the 
"City of Brotherly Love" 
declined rapidly in producing 
quality rap acts. The Roots 
put an end to Philly's dark age 
with 1995's "Do You Want 
More?!!!??!"
Bahamadia follows up 
her predecessors with an 
innovative album filled with 
intense lyrics and true talent.
Since her local demo 
caught the ear of Guru, 
Bahamadia has become part 
of the growing Gangstarr 
Foundation. Guru and the 
master of beats, DJ Premier, 
lend their artful production 
skills to ’Kollage.’ Also
contributing to the album are 
Da Beatminerz (of Black Moon 
fame), N.O. Joe, Ski (of 
Original Flavor), and Red 
Handed. The Roots come in 
for lyrical representation on 
"Da Jawn."
Bahamadia and Guru co­
produced this Philly anthem 
which showcases mad skills 
on the microphone and a laid 
back jazzy hook. Black 
Thought, aka Tariq of the
Bahamadia takes no prisoners. 
Lines like "My steeze put cha at 
ease/like methamphetamines/or 
like Tony Starks fantasies about 
his wallabees" force you to listen 
closely.
Roots, plain rips it. Da 
Beatminerz produced several 
interludes, which are actually 
break beats, and a few other 
tracks. Spontaneity's sample 
is a lovely break down of the 
beat heard on the Fab 5's "le 
fleah" ... uh something like 
that.
Unlike many other female
emcees, Bahamadia has 
enough respect for herself to 
not refer to her species as 
bitches. In fact, on "True 
Honey Buns (Dat Freak Sh*t)," 
she puts females with no self- 
respect in their place. 
Bahamadia even showcases 
her sensitive side on "I 
Confess," a song about a love 
interest, and "Biggest Part of 
Me," a tune dedicated to 
motherhood (she is a mother
of two boys). On "3 Tha Hard 
Way," Bahamadia takes no 
prisoners. Lines like "My 
steeze put cha at ease/like 
methamphetamines/or like 
Tony Starks fantasies about his 
wallabees" force you to listen 
closely. On "Spontaneity," she 
spits verses like "At present I 
speak the new beginning/
when every other 
trend fell short/ 





album is no 
doubt a
trendsetter that is 
trying to spark a 
new beginning in 
the creativity of 
hip hop.
Her cerebral, 
off-beat flows are 
out there with 
Kool Keith and 
Ced-Gee and De 
La. Other phat 
tracks include the 
current single, 
'LK\QMHWÆH'




but that, and of 
course, "Da 
Jawn." Kollage is 
a cornucopia of 
abstract, 
developed lyrics and 
innovative production from 
well-known producers. It is 
good to see a sister represent 
and not have to do it by 
disrespecting herself; in fact, 
Bahamadia commands
Courtesy of EMI Records
Bahamadia stands poised to put Philadelphia back 
on the map.
respect, her lyrics are just that 
fly.
If Bahamadia and The 
Roots are any indication of the 
new school talent coming from 





Author E. Lynn Harris Makes No Apologies
By Rodney Gabriel 
Staff Writer
The mere mention of his 
name or work seems to spark 
controversy or heated 
conversation everywhere. His 
novels have been widely read 
across campus, whether in the 
privacy of a dorm room, or 
often with the jacket cover off 
in public. But of course, many 
students wouldn't even dare 
to admit it, having found 
themselves trying to figure out 
what's going on in the latest 
Raymond/Nicole/Quinn 
triangle. Or is it Raymond/ 
Sela/Kelvin? Or rather Basil/ 
Dyanna/Raymond? Hey, it 
even confuses me at times.
To make sense of it all, I 
decided to go directly to the 
source himself — E. Lynn 
Harris, author of the previous 
bestsellers Invisible Life and 
Just as I Am. He is currently 
out and about the country, 
wrapping up his 19-city tour 
to promote his latest effort. I 
happened to catch up with the 
part-time Atlanta resident in 
Los Angeles via AT&T, to set 
the record straight (no pun 
intended) on the hoopla his 
novels have created and the 
issue that doesn't seem to die.
And This Too Shall Pass, his 
most recent release, tackles the
gridiron world of professional 
football and attempts to 
examine the circumstances of 
a supposed "he said, she said" 
rape case. However, after 
reading the novel, I found that 
readers learn very little, if any, 
about the NFL behind the 
scenes or the legal system at 
work.
"Well, I write about 
relationships," Harris says, 
addressing the misgiving. 
"The NFL and the law firms 
are just a backdrop for these 
people's lives. We're not our 
jobs. We're not our careers. 
We're more of who we are as 
human beings."
It is his intimate portrayals 
of male-female relationships 
and black male sexuality, in all 
its variant forms, that have 
spawned intense dialogue in 
the black and gay 
communities. When asked 
about the sensitive subject 
matter of his books, Harris 
agreed, "For the most part, it 
is a private issue. But I'm 
writing the stories that are 
coming to my head. And I 
don't feel like I need to explain 
it. If people don't want to 
discuss it publicly, they don't 
have to. I really don't discuss 
my own life publicly."
"Literature and writing," 
he adds, "is a thing where the
public gets to make a choice. 
They get to decide whether 
they want to read about what 
I'm writing, just like with any 
other writer."
Surprisingly, the
publishing community and 
reading public have 
certainly celebrated 
Harris as a mainstream, 
commercial success.
And This Too Shall 
Pass has currently 
been on The New
York Times top 
t e n 
bestseller 






feat for any black
male fiction writer to 
date.
With his forthcoming 
memoirs, to be published by 
Doubleday in 1997, Flarris 
envisions himself on the 
college lecture circuit and 
possibly doing screenplays in 
the near future. Amidst his 
L.A. bookstore appearances, 
he's received quite a few offers 
for the film rights to his 
Invisible series by Hollywood 
studio execs, yet he insists they
haven't been "the right 
people."
As a writer, Harris 
feels his ultimate 













"drop the word 
'aspiring.' Just say 
you're a writer. You 
have to actually think and
know what it is you're put here 
to do ... So you have to love it 
to pursue it with a vengeance 
and not be swayed by sale 
results or bestseller lists and all 
that stuff. I remember selling 
the [first] book out of my car."
"It was not a good 
feeling," he recalls of his 
humble beginnings. "Once I 
made the commitment to do it,
I never once doubted that this 
was what I was supposed to be 
doing."
In an area that hits closer 
to home, Harris' mention of 
Morehouse in all three of his 
works have raised many an 
eyebrow, causing some to 
wonder if there's some 
underlying reason for it. "I 
it's a fine institution, and
I put things in my books that I 
like," he acknowledges, 
clearing up any
misconceptions. "I don't put 
anything in my books to bring 
in a front to them."
"I guess you could tell the 
Men of Morehouse that 
reading my books doesn't say 
anything about them as 
individuals," he firmly 
continues. "It's just saying 
that they like to read books 
about experiences different 
from their own. That's the one 
thing you're in school for — to 
learn about different situations 
and different people. I think 
it's really kind of sad they 
[students] think reading my 
books might imply something 
about them that may or may 
not be true."
EDITOR'S NOTE:
AND THIS TOO SHALL 
PASS. New York:Doubleday, 
1996. $23.95
Damn Homey, The Time's Playing Tricks on Me: 
The Geto Boys Show Signs of Age in Reunion Album
By Joshua Hill, Jr. 
Contributing Writer
The Geto Boys are back. 
Scarface, Bushwick Bill, and 
"The Original Gangsta of 
Love," Willie Dee, have 
reunited for a seventh album, 
entitled "The Resurrection."
Not much has changed for 
the boys from Fifth Ward, 
Texas. They still weave 
youthful ghetto fantasies,' 
though occasionally their 
lyrics reflect the aging of the 
group. However, no album 
can be THE reunion album 
without the absent DJ Ready 
Red.
The first song, "Still," 
opens the album with a 
whimper. One would be quick 
to dismiss the album as 
another G-Funk spin-off 
record, but do not be so quick 
to give up. There are several 
good songs that almost bring 
to mind early Geto Boys. The 
middle tracks of the album 
offer the best material. "Hold
It Down" and "Blind Leading 
The Blind " are two stand-outs 
featuring guest groups 
FACEMOB and Menace Clan. 
"First Light of the Day," "Time 
Taker," "Geto Fantasy," and 
"Geto Boys and Girls" are the 
best songs that feature all three 
members. This time around, 
the songs do have messages 
hidden in the vast layers of 
madness.
Contrary to expectations, 
Willie Dee does not embarrass 
himself on this album. His 
unorthodox flow is often 
ridiculed, but Willie Dee has 
occasionally offered insightful 
lyrics. Sadly, his words are 
juvenile and borderline 
ridiculous most of the time. 
His customary ^distasteful 
contribution to this album is 
"Niggas and Flies." He uses 
his limited vocabulary in 
going through great lengths to 
compare black men to flies 
("always in some sh—"). One 
particularly revolting line 
includes the words: "Niggas
ain't good for sh— but eating 
barbecue..." Definitely not 
food for the soul.
Bushwick's performance 
is a major disappointment. 
His psycho antics have 
become very tired. His solo 
cut is a disaster, aptly entitled 
"I Just Wanna Die." This song 
is destined to live in fast 
forward forever. To no 
surprise, the highlight of the 
album is Scarface. His fans 
will appreciate the way he 
rescues almost every song 
from Bushwick's ramblings 
and Willie Dee's occasional 
lapses of concentration.
Overall, the album does 
not compare to early Geto Boy 
offerings, but on the other 
hand, eight good songs is 
worth the buy to any Geto 
Boys fan. Just don't look for 
anything to conjure up 
memories of the classic Grip It! 
On That Other Level.
Live at Little Five
Continued from page 15
which was followed by the freestyles of guests Common 
Sense, Cali's lyrical giant Ras Kas, and up-and-coming 
Illadelph rapper Dice Raw.
The Fugees bore few surprises for me as their 
performance followed the same pattern as their February 
concert at Morehouse. The show was filled with covers of 
GZA, Mobb Deep, and Smooth Da Hustla’s phat tracks. 
Lauryn, who was quite hoarse, showed that she was not yet 
glue, by giving "Killing Me Softly" a first-rate effort, for 
which she gets mad props on G.P. Wyclef was still the 
caffeine flowing through the trio's arteries, staying on point 
like little five, both lyrically and on the strings. Everything 
went smoothly until the Fugees took us on a freestyle boat 
ride and Praz got pushed overboard by L-Boogie’s skill and 
the crowd's response to Wyclef. After the band threw him a 
life raft, on 'Fugee La,’ the rest of the Refugee camp, Mad 
Spida and the Haitian Sicilian, represented on the rocker’s 
tip.
Hopefully, the platinum record sales of the Fugees' 
sophomore release is a signal that the trendiness of fusing 
gangsterism with hip-hop is just that, a fading trend utilized 
by record company executives to increase album sales. 
Attending tours featuring rap-groups such as the Fugees, 
Goodie MoB, and Roots is one means by which one can show 
his/her support of good music. Because when the contracts 
of positive artists are fed to the paper-shredding machines 
to make way for the freshly printed contracts of wack rappers 
who promote negativity, no amount or intensity of one's 




Paul Mooney Takes Comedy 
Where It Belongs... In Your Face
Continued from page 14
Mooney said, "I don't 
condemn them. If the Black 
man can make some money, 
I'm very happy for him."
"It's just a backlash from 
the times we're living in," he 
added. "It's hip to do it. It's 
like following their peers. It's 
peer pressure too and [the] 
New York audience is a very 
hard audience; it's a tough 
audience. It's a lack of 
creativity, but you have to find 
your own way. I found mine."
About the mindset of 
"Generation X," Mooney said, 
"My generation gave [this] 
generation a lie. We accepted 
the lie — the integration, that 
things were gonna get better, 
we accepted that. [Whereas] I 
would protest about riding on 
a bus, the way [my fifteen; 
year-old's] mindset is, he 
wouldn't protest about riding 
a bus ... he would hijack the 
bus. You gotta get fed-up 
before you get up."
Beside his career as a 
stand-up comedian, Mooney 
is due to release a book, White
People Through the Eyes of
Paul Mooney, next January 
and is currently writing 'The 
Colors of Christmas' for 
Whoopi Goldberg — a 
screenplay he described as 
being about "a black Santa 
Claus who's a woman 
masquerading as a man."
His two comedy albums,
the bright ones from the dumb 
ones. [These are] white people 
with a conscience and an 
awareness ... I mean it's The 
New York Times ... It's great 
[but] I wish Ebony or Jet 
would give me an approval. 
That would be nice ... I think 
they're scared. I'm talking 
revolution and they're talking
J'm talking revolution 
and they’re talking Revlon.
'Masterpiece' and 'Race,' are in 
stores, the latter receiving 
acclaim from The New York 
Times. When asked to 
elaborate on his feelings about 
receiving praise from white 
media, Mooney 
responded,"Well, these are 
bright white people. I separate
Revlon."
Paul Mooney is a man 
who seems to be very much at 
peace with himself. "I'm very 
happy with what I do. I know 
the role I have to play, I 
understand my fate, my 
future...I'm still here and 
kicking... God has blessed me."
Leavin’ Literary Footprints in Red Clay
Continued from page 14
abstract
images tumble from temple 
to temple
For what seems to be
physics/ appears to be simple. 
//
Not to settle for old 
knowledge dropped in new 
ways, Red Clay also hooks you 
up with knowledge dropped 
right from the real o.g.'s 
(original geniuses) Dig the 
wisdom of the African proverb 
which says:
"A single bracelet does not 
jingle."
But on the real, anyone can 
collect a gang of cultural 
tidbits. Hell The Maroon Tiger 
has created the Underground 
for that very same purpose. 
The Red Clay collective has 
managed to stay unique by 
pulling from ALL aspects of 
culture, culminating in the 
type of diversity we only find 
in the blues, browns, and 
blacks of African-America. 
Aside from the content, 
nothing reflects this variety 
more than the magazine's 
layout. First of all, the editorial 
staff has refused to restrict 
themselves to the finiteness of 
numbers. "Erratic Guru," for 
instance, doesn't appear on 
page "X" or "Y, " it comes. .
.when it comes, a philosophy 
which is deeply rooted in 
Afrikan tradition. Second, the
meant before, either pull out 
your Webster's or pick up a 
Red Clay.
text is laid out in a way that 
poems take shape aesthetically 
AND conceptually. The layout 
team has constructed a series 
of interesting looks for the 
magazine so you don't read so 
much as experience, what the 
Red Clay crew has to offer. 
Lastly, the pieces have not 
been arranged in a predictable 
faslrion. Jumping from piece to 
piece finds you reading a 
poem one moment, and a then 
checkin' out a recipe for a 
Haitian dish a minute later. If 
you didn't know what eclectic
A review is supposed to 
maintain some level of 
objectivity, and I failed greatly 
in that respect, but so what. 
Red Clay has a lot of what I 
like, and what we all need: 
joints that make you THINK. 
Some wise men once told us to 
"use that tool, between your 
two shoulders." Well my 
personal guru told me that 
checking out Red Clay 
Magazine does a whole bunch 
towards achieving that 
intellectual end. Don't sleep.
Book Review
Black Noise: Rap Music and Black Culture 
in Contemporary America 
By Tricia Rose
By Konata KMT (Steven Allwood)
Staff Writer
Black Noise is possibly the first in-depth book about the 
history and meaning of rap music and hip hop culture. For 
this reason, it is of paramount importance that the book be 
written by an insider. However, it is Tricia Rose's perspective 
as a fan of hip hop AND as ait academic scholar that gives 
Black Noise its true value.
Wlicii ] first decided to read this book, I was wary that 
it might be similar to so mam. anthropological studies of 
"primitive and exotic" cultures. You know the story, the 
civilized European goes into the jungle (in this case the urban 
jungle) to study the natives and their primitive ways. 
Imagine how relieved I was to read within the first few pages 
that although Tricia Rose is Assistant Professor of History 
and African Studies at New York University, she was bom 
and raised in the infamous South Bronx. Like many hip 
hop heads of our generation, she talks about witnessing the 
birth of hip hop and watching it grow from a free jam in the 
park to a multi-million dollar industry. Rose's perspective 
as a fan of hip hop is clear.
The author offers an analysis of the social and economic 
forces that led to the rise of hip hop culture and rap music, 
as well as the dynamics of the culture itself. Most 
importantly, she places hip hop m its proper place in the 
history of African diasporic musical expression. The first 
two chapters discuss the way in which hip hop functions in 
a capitalist society, as well as the influence of post-industrial 
New York on hip hop. In chapter three, Rose tiieis an 
analysis of how advances in music technology have been 
utilized by hip hop artists. Chapter four, entitled "Prophets 
of Rage," explores the political messages expressed through 
groups such as Public Enemy. Finally, chapter five deals 
with the issue of female rappers and misogyny in hip hop 
culture. Here Rose expresses her unique perspective, as she, 
like many African American women, is caught between 
feminism and a love of hip hop music.
While Black Noise is full of valuable information, I do 
not recommend it to anyone simply because they like hip 
hop. Il is not a simple hi>torv of rap music. Black Noise is 
an in-depth analysis of many of the issues surrounding hip 
hop and its emergence, and as such it is very academic. At 
many times I found it extremely wordy. I am enough of a 
fan of the music myself to not be confused by her references 
to Melle Mel. DJ Red Alert, or the Sugar Hill Gang. 1 lowec er, 
it was expressions like "unresolved postmodern 
contradictions" that had me scratching my head and running 
to my dictionary. It should also be noted that Black Noise is 
not an evaluation of the entirety of hip hop culture. Rose 
states this explicitly. The book is primarily focused on hip 
hop as it emerged and continues to exist in New York City. 
Tricia Rose also makes it clear that she discusses some, but 
not all, of the issues surrounding rap music and hip hop 
culture.
In total, I w ould recommem 1 B/ <■ A i'im is n c . Allent 
source of information on the origins and issues of hip hop 
music and culture. Tricia Rose offers the unique perspective 
of a fan of the music who has learned valuable techniques 
for analyzing it from the halls of academia. Equally 
invaluable is Rose's analysis as a feminist. However, if you 
are looking for light and entertaining reading to augment 
your collection of hip hop music, 1 recommend a 
subscription to Rap Pages or The Source.







Morehouse Track Team Sprints to Success
By Kyle J. Martin 
Asst. Sports Editor
After a long winter of 
perspiration, practice, and 
preparation, the Morehouse 
track team continued its 
winning ways this season. The 
team captured the 1996 
Southern Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference (SIAC) 
Outdoor Championships, held 
April 20, in Savannah, 
Georgia.
The Maroon Tigers placed 
first in 11 events, scoring 130 
points ahead of second place
Over the past six seasons, 
the track team has won 
two conference championships 
and has finished no less than 
second in their division.
The Morehouse College Track and Field Team is led by twenty All-Conference members. In addition, 
twenty-one of the Tigers have 3.0 grade point averages or higher.
done," said Hill, who has 
coached the team for 16 years. 
"It's all a matter of being 
knowledgeable about the 21 
events and havng the ability to 
work with young people to be 
the best that they can be."
Over the past six seasons, 
the track team has won two 
conference championships 
and has finished no less than 
second in their division.
This year, the Tiger talent 
is led by 20 All-Conference 
members, including four All- 
Americans: Sophomore Greg 
Roberts, who has led the
Robert Gore/Special
Alabama A&M University. 
Freshman Michael Findley, 
who won the javelin, came 
second in the shot put and 
placed fifth in the discus, was 
named outstanding male 
athlete in field events. 
Morehouse Coach, Willie Hill, 
was named Track and Field 
Coach of the Year.
"I feel very happy because 
it not only shows what I have 
done, but what the team has
NCAA Division II in High 
Jump for two consecutive 
years; Juniors Jared Russell 
and Michael Smith in the 4x 
100 and 4x 400 meter relay; 
and Senior Radcliff 
Quarterman in the 100 meters 
and 4x 100 relay.
Sixty-five percent of the 
team are walk-ons and of the 
52 members on the roster, 21 
of the Tigers have 3.0 grade 
point averages or higher.
Earlier this season, the 
Tigers faced a big test at the 
prestigious Emory Classic, a 
scoring meet which showcases 
some of the top college teams 
from both the region and the 
nation. The team finished first, 
defeating Alabama State by 
four points. As a result of the 
win and a re-tooling of the 
conference schedule by the 
SIAC, Morehouse was finally 
able to participate in the 
world-renowned Penn Relays, 
held in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, last month.
The track team currently
practices at the nearby 
Quicksilver Training Facility 
because of the renovations on 
Morehouse's Edwin Moses 
Track in preparation for the 
summer Olympic Games. The 
state-of-the-art, fully- 
equipped, track has proved a 
good home away from home 
for the Tigers, as the 
Morehouse Relays were 
recently held there.
When the Morehouse
track is completed, it will have 
taken a leap forward with the 
addition of the much 
anticipated high-tech Mondo 
surface. Coach Hill calls 
Mondo a "fast" surface which 
is "incredible, especially for 
sprinters."
"It really exploits speed," 
he said. "Most world records 
are set on it."
As if the Tigers' 
competition needed to hear 
that!
U.S. Women's Basketball Team Inaugurates New Olympic Arena
By Richard N. Hayes 
Sports Editor
Morehouse's new $11.9 
million arena opened on 
Saturday, April 6, with the U.S. 
Women's National Team 
drubbing the College All- 
Stars. Lisa Leslie scored 28 
points and added 13 boards 
while pacing the National 
team to a 92-57 victory.
A crowd of over 5,000 
watched local favorite Saudia 
Roundtree of Georgia 
demonstrate some of the skill 
which allowed her to win the 
Naismith Award. Roundtree 
put the College All-Stars 
within three (24-21) before the 
Americans went on a 25-10 run 
to close the half.
Another former Lady 
Bulldog, Katrina McClain, 
chipped in 17 points and 8 
rebounds as the Olympic team 
picked up their 38th 
consecutive exhibition win.
The crowd was also 
entertained by some nice 
moves from point guard Dawn 
Staley and forward Sheryl 
Swoopes and the outside 
accuracy of Jennifer Azzi. 
Vanderbilt's Sherri Sam 
showed she could play with 
the best in the world as she 
poured in 18.
The new Morehouse arena 
has 5,700 seats and is 
connected to Archer Hall. 
There will be 2,850 seats with 
a combination of bucket seats 
in the lower level and
bleachers in the upper level. 
The main entrance to the red­
George Crawford/STAFF
brick arena faces Fair Street, 
although there are side exits
which open up to Ashby 
Street.
Most of the spectators at 
the opening game were
impressed with the facility but 
had some concerns about the 
acoustics. There were some 
problems with the PA system 
which will have to be worked
A crowd of over five thousand 
watched as the U.S. Women's 
Team beat the College All-Stars 
92-57 in the first game in 
Morehouse's new, yet-to-be- 
named, arena.
out before the 26 Olympic 
match-ups begin. During the 
Olympics, teams will warm up 
in a refurbished Archer Hall 






Play Ball! Baseball Preview
By Richard N. Hayes 
Sports Editor
It hardly seems like it's 
been five months since David 
Justice's solo shot lifted the . 
Atlanta Braves to the city's 
first major league 
championship. Since then, 
much has changed in the game 
while at the same time much 
remains the same.
As of press time, there is 
still no permanent 
commissioner, no agreement 
between the players and the 
owners and no solution to the 
growing disparity between the 
large and small market 
franchises.
However with a new 
season, there remains a great 
deal to be excited about in the 
world of baseball. Here is an 
inning by inning breakdown 
of reasons to re-embrace our 
national pastime:
1st. Minor League 
Baseball — Let us start at the 
foundation. Baseball
maintains her purity at the 
lower levels. Tickets are $5 
and the players leave it all on 
the field.
2nd. Cal Ripken and 
Robbie Alomar — Speaking of 
110 percent effort, this could be 
the greatest double play 
combination ever. Ripken is 
the iron man, while Alomar is 
a magician. Pee Wee Reese 
and Jackie Robinson provided 
the last Hall of Fame middle 
infield; in time, the Ripken- 
Alomar combination might be
Vr
F This Summer, Atlanta's 
Biggest Winners Will be 
at the Peasant Restaurants
J 11 When the Summer Games come to Atlanta, people from all over the
^^restaurants y ¡U com¡ng t0 the Peasant Restaurants. One-of-a-kind
upscale restaurants, we serve the finest, freshest food with impeccable 
grace in elegant, relaxing atmospheres. Were looking for wodd-class players
to join us from June-Aug. in the following positions:
SERVERS • SERVER ASSISTANTS • COOKS • BARTENDERS 
HOSTS • DISHWASHERS
We offer competitive wages and incentives for top performers. Get a head start on the competition, 
apply in person Mon.-Fri., 3pm-5pm, at the location of your choice. EOE.
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1197 Peachtree St. NE
Pleasant Peasant 
555 Peachtree St. NE
better.
3rd. The Breakdown of 
the Baseball Network —
Baseball did learn one lesson 
from last season. The Baseball 
Network has been revamped 
and Fox is soon going to be a 
major player. Look for new 
innovations which will be 
more viewer-friendly and will 
add some spice to watching 
the game.
4th. Ken Griffey, Jr. — 
You have to respect Junior. 
Unlike most professional sport
... with a new season, there 
remains a great deal to be excited 
about in the world of baseball.
atheletes, the Kid is active in 
the communities of both his 
native Cincinnati and Seattle. 
His overall game is probably 
the best in the majors. A 
healthy Griffey could set some 
serious records this year.
5th. Peter Gammons and 
'Baseball Tonight' -- Ever 
wonder who Peter's sources 
are? Gammon somehow 
manages to get every story 
from every team.
6th. Mo Betta Blues — 
Whether Mo had a better year 
than Albert Belle last season is 
debatable, but he certainly was
BUCKHEAD
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more valuable. Cleveland can 
win without Belle; Boston 
should not even go to the park 
without Mo.
7th. The Caray family — 
Can a seventh-inning stretch 
truly be done without 
mentioning Harry? Granted, 
he appears to be a little senile 
most of the time, but he adds 
color to an up-and-coming 
Cubs squad. His son, Skip, 
does a great job as the voice of 
the Braves, while grandson 
Chip will be a part of the Fox
team.
8th. The Tribe — 
Cleveland is loaded. Jack 
McDowell improves an 
already decent staff. Kenny 
Lofton will challenge Junior 
for the title of Mr. Excitement. 
Belle will be out to earn some 
incentive money to cover, his 
fines. Ramirez and Thome are 
excellent youngsters who can 
only learn from veterans like 
Eddie Murray. This team may 
be the best in baseball.
9th The Atlanta Braves -- 
Or maybe not! The Braves 
return with one of the best 
pitching staffs in history. 
Steve Avery now has a chip 
on his shoulder and will 
rebound from last year. Ryan 
Klesco and Javier Lopez can 
only improve from playing 
everyday, and David Justice is 
finally healthy. If this team 
can avoid serious injuries, 
they should be able to repeat.
Baseball is far from 
perfect, but what in life is? 
Last year's post season was 
exciting enough to heal many
TEACH FOR AMERICA
FOR INFORMATION OR TO REQUEST AN APPLICATION CALL 1-800-832-1230.
CLASSIFIEDS
OPPORTUNITIES
$1750 weekly possible 
mailing our circulars.
For info call 301-306-1207.
** TELEMARKETING **
PT: 9:00 AM-l:00 OR 
5:00 PM-9:00
SALARY + BONUS 
FT 1:00-9:00
AVERAGE WAGE $8.00+ 
PER/HR
NEAR PERIMETER MALL 
NO EXP. NECESSARY 
FOR DETAILS 
770-242-4800
* $200-$500 WEEKLY* 
Mailing travel brochures. 
No experience necessary. 
For information send a 
self-addressed stamped 
envelope to: Universal 




Mazda American Credit 
has a college graduate 
program available on all 
new Mazdas. Cash down 
payment provided by 
Mazda. No credit or cash 
necessary. Preferred lease 
arrangements available 
(with approved credit by 
MAC).
Please call or visit for 
details.
Jim Ellis Mazda of 
Chamblee.
5901 Peachtree Industrial 
Blvd, Atlanta, GA 30341 
Tel: 770-454-8200.
of the wounds from the strike. 
There still is Tony Gwynn, 
who will again chase .400. 
There still is Randy Johnson 
who pitched until he could not




The Live Audition Line 
900-654-9744
($2.00 per minute)
Including how to put 
together a successful demo 
package, publishing,
sampling, royalties, 
copyrights, record company 
addresses, convention 
listings, questions
answered...and the chance to 
audition live via phone arid 
win a free demo package if 
chosen as our monthly 
winner
18 or older
Sponsored by DT Music 
Media, Brooklyn, NY
DO YOU WANT 
TO PLACE AN 
AD?
CLASSIFIED AD RATES
First 10 words $ 3.00
11 -15 words $ 5.00
16-20 words $ 7.00
21 words and up $10.00
To place an ad, call The 
Maroon Tiger Classifieds 
at (404) 681-2800 ext. 
2975
The Maroon Tiger wishes all 
its readers the best of luck in 
their semester finals. Have a 
safe and productive summer.
pitch any more. There still are 
underdogs like the Colorado 
Rockies. And there are still 
more reasons than not to Play
Wednesday, May 1 












problematics ain't as bad as 
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